
 
 

Crosstalk   November 2020 

 

FRIENDSGIVING 
  

 October 25 was commitment Sunday – a day in the life of the church where we celebrate the commitments that 

people of CUMC make to the life of the church. We invite people to turn in their pledge card on or before commitment 

Sunday (We will gladly still accept them if you forgot to return your pledge card). During the commitment portion of the 

service on October 25, we showed a video of the ministries of the church from the previous commitment Sunday in 

October 2019.  

As I scrolled through the pictures, I glanced over the 

pictures from Friendsgiving November 2019. It brought me 

back to that event and the purpose of that event – to have a 

place for everyone to share a Thanksgiving meal. Our hope 

was to provide a space for people that might not have a family 

Thanksgiving meal.  

It was the last time CUMC had a church-wide meal. It 

was a huge success! People prepped the meal during the 11 

a.m. service; several people brought delicious sides and 

desserts; and we had people from the community stop by to 

enjoy the meal and friendship.  

The Fellowship Hall and the children’s ministry area were full of people gathered around a table sharing a meal, 

conversation, and friendship. It was a beautiful picture of the kingdom of God. People gave of their time, resources, 

money, and energy so that a church community could enjoy a meal with fellow church members, guests, and people that 

dropped in just for the meal.  

Every chair was full, every plate was full, and every heart was full. Full of love, warmth, and friendship. It is 

moments like these I am reminded of the gift of relationships and friendships.  

This year we will not have a church-wide Friendsgiving potluck. We will not be gathering as a large group with every 

chair and table full of people. Some of you reading this will not be attending a family Thanksgiving meal or a 

Friendsgiving meal this year at all. Some reading this will have limited family gatherings. The holidays and celebrations 

in 2020 have looked different and will be difficult for so many people.  

We have an opportunity and challenge before us – how can we show the warmth of love and friendship for our fellow 

church members from a distance? Perhaps Friendsgiving will still happen but from a distance:  

- Gathering in small groups of people keeping their distance.  

- Handwritten letters or cards to your small group, members of your Sunday School Class, or 

people you typically sit beside at church. 

- Call every person you know in the church directory to say hello and that you miss seeing them.  

- Surprise people with a meal, side dish, or dessert. 

- Send people virtual gift cards.  

- Share a meal over a Zoom call.  

How else can we continue to show our friendship and maintain connection through this season of life… this season of 

Thanksgiving… this season of blessings. My hope and encouragement is that we continue to find creative ways to extend 

a friendly Christian hand to those we know – and those we do not know.  

 

With Love,  

Pastor Scott  
 

 



 
 

 

 

Upcoming Sermons 
 

November 1st- “Children of God” 

    1 John 3:1-3 

 

November 8th-  “Everybody Has a Story” 

    Psalm 30 

 

November 15th- “The Servant in the Middle” 

     Matthew 25:14-30 

 

November 22nd- TBA 

Advent 

November 29th- TBA 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

        

10:00 am via Facebook Live at 

Facebook.com/centenaryshelbyville 

 

Or 

 

In-Person Sunday Morning at 10:00 a.m.  

The sign-up survey will be in the email blast, 

Facebook or our website 

www.centenaryshelbyville.com 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the December Crosstalk will be 

Wednesday November 18, 2020 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd-  Redwoods in Fellowship Hall 

               10:00am 

3rd-  Election Day 

4th-  Bible Study Hebrews via Zoom            Noon 

 Bible Study “Peace, Not Panic” Via Zoom 

                6:30 pm 

5th- Softball Single Elimination Tournament 

9th - Ops Team meeting via Zoom at         6:30pm 

11th-  Bible Study Hebrews via Zoom            Noon 

 Bible Study “Peace, Not Panic” Via Zoom 

                6:30 pm 

15th - Assembly of Thanksgiving Boxes following 

service in the Fellowship Hall 

18th-  Bible Study Hebrews via Zoom            Noon 

  Courageous Conversations via Zoom    7 pm 

23rd-27th- Church Office will be closed 

26th- Thanksgiving 

 

         

Follow us on Facebook or sign up for our email 

blast by contacting the church office for updates. 

633-4510 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

1         Becca Gardner 

 Fallon Phillips 

2 Kim Brown 

6 Judy Knowles 

 Barry Sanford 

 Bev Worley 

7 Kim Aitken 

            Betty Ann Bowles 

 Christy Coleman 

9 Scott Woodburn 

11 Doug Butler 

13 Tracy Bertram 

 James Insco Jr. 

14 Al Brown 

15 Brandon Pratt 

19 Sean Reeder 

20  Callie Aitken 

21 Alex Henderson 

22 Carla Gerding 

 Erin Sherman-Woodburn 

24 Natalie Hickman 

27 Mary Lou Madigan 

 Clyde Tharp 

29 Lori Greulich 

 Heather Hood 

 Cruz Isa 

 Kimberly Reese 

30  Gabe Dreher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because of the virus, and a fractured hip, the 

Witness for the Lord Lunch Bunch did not go on 

any adventurous lunch trips this summer. On 

Thursday October 8, 14 people met in the front yard 

of Eleanor and Karen Warford’s home under two 

dogwood trees, socially distancing, of course. 

Everyone brought their own sack lunch and enjoyed 

a beautiful day and much needed fellowship.   

-Ms. Eleanor 

 



 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU….. 
By Arlene Yount 
 

Jeff and Chellie Gaither’s lives have been rooted in Shelbyville and Centenary. Jeff was born in Georgetown 

but his parents, Jim and Toni Gaither, moved their family to Shelbyville when Jeff was four years old and 

Centenary has been his home church since then. Jeff has two brothers, Jim and Chris. Chellie was born in 

Covington and also lived in Maysville and Danville. Her parents, Tom and Brenda Creamer, moved to 

Shelbyville when her father was hired as math teacher and head basketball coach.    

 Jeff’s favorite childhood memory is the first day of third grade when Chellie 

Creamer walked into Southside Elementary, into his homeroom and into his heart. 

Chellie says probably her favorite things included Jeff and his family as their 

families spent a lot of time together. She also enjoyed doing things with her two 

younger sisters, Holly and Margo, as they walked and biked around town.  

       She and Holly were two of only four girls on the little league baseball team.  

They were on swimming and diving teams, played soccer, and can play basketball 

but never competitively. With her father being a coach, they learned all the rules.  

She was mostly into gymnastics and cheered for the West Middle Warriors and 

Shelby County High Rockets. 

       Jeff and Chellie both graduated from Shelby County High where they shared a 

lot of classes. Jeff says, “Math was the only subject I really enjoyed. Chellie 

convinced me to drop Spanish and take French instead…not a good move.” But Chellie says he LOVED it.  

He took some of the first computer classes that were offered. Chellie enjoyed English and writing short stories 

about her teachers.  She also played violin in the school orchestra. 

Jeff wanted to attend a small college and stay close to home. Transylvania 

University met the criteria. He majored in Math and minored in Business 

Administration. He had an interesting job while at Transy, thanks to the time he 

spent in high school working in the library with Mrs. (Lynda) Tharp. He worked in 

the archives at Transy that led to an appreciation for rare books and art. Chellie 

chose Eastern Kentucky University because of the fantastic music program. She 

was awarded a music scholarship and played violin in the string and symphonic 

orchestras. She received a degree in Elementary Education. For graduate school, she 

attended Northern Kentucky University, Western Kentucky University, University 

of Louisville, and Spaulding, receiving a Master’s in Education and Library 

Science. 

They started dating in high school but since they went to separate colleges, they didn’t see each other 

for six years. Jeff had to have surgery and Chellie called to check on him. They agreed to meet, and Chellie 

says it was Jeff + Chellie FOREVER!!! 

After college Jeff went to work for a life insurance company in Nashville in the actuarial department.  

He was there for five years and then moved back to Kentucky and Shelbyville. Having grown up here, they 

knew this is where they wanted to raise their family. Since then he has contracted with the KY Department of 

Insurance in various positions. Chellie just started her 30th year of teaching. She is the librarian at West Middle 

School. Working there in that capacity is where she made the connections that allowed her to write and 

publish two young adult novels. She has a third one in the works now. She enjoys working with teen writers 

and loves conducting workshops where they can explore their creative sides and begin to realize their own 

writing dreams. Before West Middle, she taught at Reiley Middle School in Campbell County, at Davidson 

Academy of Nashville, and Math and Science at East Middle. 

They have three children who all live in Louisville. Thomas attended University of Kentucky and 

JCTC. He works for Easi Engineering, primarily doing computer-aided design work.  Gentry attended U of L 

and is currently looking for a job. Meredith is attending U of L, studying biology. She hopes to have some 

type of job in the medical field. Currently, she works several days a week at Stonecrest Family Medicine. 



 
 

 Chellie loves all holidays and reasons for family and friends to come together. They agree Christmas is 

their favorite holiday. She loves CUMC’s Christmas Eve midnight service. Jeff admits as a child that Christmas 

was certainly about the gifts, but as an adult, it’s about Christ.  
 Jeff played baseball in high school. Sports were a huge part of his 

childhood where his dad coached most of his teams. The apple didn’t fall far from 

the tree because he loved coaching his children. He now enjoys being on the 

softball team at church. Over the years, he has been involved with the Children 

and Youth ministry teams. He is currently serving as the Church Treasurer. 

   They have great memories of being in our church youth group so it is only 

natural that their children would grow up to have fantastic experiences in youth 

group. They like attending church online from home but are ready to get back to 

normal. Chellie is a member of Jennifer Decker’s Sunday school class and loves 

how they study the Bible. They miss the fellowship at Centenary and have really 

enjoyed getting out to the park for the church softball games.  

 Chellie has traveled to a lot of places. Some with Jeff; some with others. Jeff and Chellie went to 

Alaska last year. Jeff also won a trip for four to Hawaii on a candy bar wrapper. Those contests are real! She has 

been to every state except Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. She followed Meredith on a soccer team that 

played in Spain one summer. She has been to several European countries and would love to go back.   

 Her favorite trips have been fun ones spent with church families: Shelley and Danny Goodwin in 

Chicago, Heather and Troy Hood in the Bahamas and Puerto Rico, Jamie and Kurt Smith in Puerto Rico, and 

Teresa Barnes in the Dominican Republic.  

Jeff is not real big on international travel. He 

loves going to the beach and playing in the 

surf. However, his favorite vacation was a 

trip they took a few years ago to Yosemite.  

He said, “Pictures do not do it justice and I 

can’t wait to go back.” 

     Jeff has always been a dog lover. After 

their last dog Shelby passed away, they took 

a little break. When Chellie told him it was 

time, he didn’t waste any time finding a 

new one. He found Bert on the Franklin 

County Humane Society’s website. Since he 

worked in Frankfort, he made a trip (or two) 

to the Society during the day and fell in 

love with the guy. After convincing Chellie 

this was the right dog, they made a trip to 

pick him up. It wasn’t until they got in the 

parking lot that he mentioned it was a package deal with a dog named Ernie (Ernestine) - a sister and brother 

pair of mutt wiener dogs. Also, for the first time ever, they have a cat whose name is Kitty. She lives mostly 

upstairs and they built an apartment just for her in one of the dormer window-wells. This was a combination of 

empty nesting and COVID. 

 The best advice Jeff has received is to never let a day go by without letting your loved ones know how 

much they mean to you. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 

Methodists traditionally designate the first Sunday in November as 

All Saints Sunday, a day to remember all who knew Christ as their 

Savior. On Sunday, we will remember those who have joined our 

Centenary Saints in the 12 months since All Saints Day 2019.  

John Wesley considered this day of reflection a “festival I truly 

love”.  

As we celebrate Centenary’s Saints, we are reminded of this 

scripture: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 

and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on 

Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV)  

We humbly salute with love and thanksgiving these Centenary Saints 

Donald Keith Durden Sr., September 27, 1940 – November 2, 2019  

Donald Keith Durden Sr., age 79, of Frankfort, husband of Jeanette Durden, died 

November 2, 2019 in Lexington, KY.  

He was born in Milledgeville, GA, and attended Mercer and Auburn universities. 

Serving six years in the United States National Guard, he earned the rank of 

Sergeant.  He retired in 2001 as vice president of Standard-Coosa-Thatcher in 

Washington, GA. He was a former member of Smyrna UMC Church where he 

sang in the choir and wrote the book, “History of Smyrna UMC Church and 

Grounds 1786-2001”. In 2002, Donald moved to Shelbyville and became a 

member of Centenary United Methodist Church where he was the treasurer for 14 

years and attended Centenary’s Bible Study Sunday School Class.  

He was preceded in death by his second wife of 

25 years, Helen J. Durden, his son, Donald Keith 

Durden Jr., and his brother, Kenneth Durden.  

Donald is survived by his wife, Jeanette Durden 

of Frankfort; his children, Kim Tubbs (Wayne) of 

Cleveland, TN, Dee Sutherland of Shelbyville, Joy Gambrell of Shelbyville, Gary 

Whitworth of Shelbyville, and Sheila Miller (Michael) of Frankfort; his sister, Margaret 

Carden (Bill) of Brentwood, TN; his brother, Richard Durden (Vicki) of Atlanta, GA; 

his seven grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.  

Funeral services were held Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at Centenary. Burial was in 

Pleasureville, KY Cemetery. Expressions of sympathy may be made to Centenary’s 

Memorial Fund.  



 
 

Hugh Hildreth, July 31, 1920 – February 17, 2020 

Hugh Willis Hildreth, a US Navy WWII veteran, died of natural 

causes at age 99. Born in Smiths Grove, KY, Hugh earned his 

business degree from Bowling Green Business College. He married 

Toni in 1945. Leaving an accounting firm position in Nashville, 

Hugh and Toni became their own bosses as Western Auto Dealers 

of Shelbyville for more than 27 years. Hugh was also one of the 

first five Honda motorcycle dealers in KY.  

Hugh was an active member of Centenary, singing in the choir, 

serving as treasurer, trustee and on the committee to rebuild after 

the fire in 1978. Hugh 

and Toni were 

members of the 

Swingin’ “Y” Square Dancers of Louisville. He played in the Melo-Tones 

Big Band and the Jewish Community Center Orchestra, Louisville. 

Hugh is preceded in death by his parents, Leonard and Jessie (Willis) 

Hildreth and his sister, Frances Wilson of Louisville. He is survived by his 

wife Toni of 74 years, son Van Hildreth (Jessica) of NY, son Jim Hildreth 

(Debra) of MA, five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. A memorial 

service was held February 22 at Shannon Funeral Home. Burial was in Grove 

Hill Cemetery.  

Dan Douglas  

October 22, 1954 – February 24, 2020 

Sixty-five years after arriving in this world, Dan E. Douglas, of 

Sylvania, OH, formerly of Shelbyville, joined his parents, Fred & 

Betty Douglas, in Heaven on February 24, 2020. 

He is survived by his four children, which were the air that he 

breathed, Kacey, Lindsay, Ryan, & Sydney Douglas, all of Sylvania, 

his best friend & former wife Shelly, his two sisters, Beverley Purvis 

& Faye Douglas, both of Shelbyville.  

Dan spent his youth playing Little League baseball, was a Boy 

Scout, & managed his two paper routes, delivering The Louisville 

Times daily to many Shelbyville residents. Local Methodists might remember him best as “the 

cute little redheaded Douglas boy” who grewup in Centenary. Dan graduated from Shelbyville 

High School. He received many prestigious awards working in hotel management across the 

country to CA, OR, NV, TN, & back, before settling in Sylvania, OH with former wife Shelly & 

their children. 

Dan, a Mason, wanted to be remembered as a wonderful father, son, brother, cousin, and friend. 

A spiritual man, he spoke to his Lord daily and devoted himself to loving life. His memorial 

service was held Sunday, March 1, at Hope United Methodist Church in Toledo, Ohio. Dan was 

laid to rest in Crestwood, Kentucky.  

TONI & HUGH HILDRETH 

Hugh & Jim 



 
 

Marvin Lee Snawder,  November 5, 1949 – March 12, 2020 

Marvin Lee Snawder, 70, of 

Shelbyville died Thursday, March 

12, 2020 in Louisville. 

He was a member of Centenary 

United Methodist Church.  He 

retired from Phillip-Morris 

Tobacco Company after 30 years 

of service.  He was a veteran of 

the US Air Force. He was 

preceded in death by his brother, 

Phillip Snawder. 

He is survived by his wife, Brenda 

Probus Snawder of Shelbyville; 

his son, Todd Snawder of Shelbyville; his daughter, Amanda Hunter (Alex) of Lawrenceburg; grandson, Justin Hunter 

and granddaughter, Audra Hunter.  

Funeral services were held Monday, March 16, 2020 at Centenary with Rev. Scott Woodburn officiating. Burial was in 

Grove Hill Cemetery. Expressions of sympathy may be made to Centenary. 

 

Marilyn Fields Macfarlane November 18, 1945 – August 24, 2020 

Marylin Fields Macfarlane, owner, instructor, and trainer 

of Walnut Way Farm, Shelbyville, was welcomed home 

by her Lord after a courageous battle with cancer.  

 

The WV native started riding at age eight, persuaded her 

father to purchase her first American Saddlebred, Red 

Velvet. That started a lifelong commitment to, and 

passion for horses. Her personal tutelage with iconic 

horsewoman, Helen Crabtree, sparked her quest for 

equestrian exceptionalism. At age 16, she opened her own 

Breezy Knoll Stables, establishing a thriving riding 

program and training barn. She earned a B.A. in 

Education from Morris Harvey College. Her career 

brought her to Shelby County in 1974, where she was the 

first, single woman to get a bank farm loan. 
 

Over the next 45 years, Marilyn grew Walnut Way Farm into a renowned training facility. She had more than 300 World 

and National Championships, hosted thousands of students through riding lessons, camps, and special training events. Her 

personal accolades in the equestrian world are legendary. Marilyn was a devoted Christian, and greatly enjoyed her 

community and spiritual development from Centenary where she was also a member of the original Redwoods.  
 

Preceded in death by her husband, Steve, she is survived by her sisters, Joyce Trent and Teresa Creech (husband Gary); 

step-son Stephen Macfarlane (wife Tracy); and numerous loving nieces, Christy Villa (husband Roberto), Michelle Wells 

(husband Wes), Tami Evans (husband Larry); nephew Wes Curry (wife Kelli); and other extended family. Marilyn 

Macfarlane's life was celebrated with a "Hat's off to Marilyn" at her historic Walnut Way Farm, October 4.  

Special Thanks to Shelby Life Magazine and Cheryl Van Stockum for the use in Centenary’s video of the magazine’s 

January 2016 cover photo of Marilyn with two of her magnificent horses. The photo helped tell Marilyn’s story perfectly.   

MARVIN & BRENDA 



 
 

GRATITUDE 

Kay Burney 

With Thanksgiving just around the corner, November brings thoughts about gratitude. I confess that the year 

2020 hasn’t always sparked feelings in me with “gratitude” at the top of the list. Instead, my focus too often has 

been on worry,  fear, uncertainty, frustration, and aggravation! Research has shown that it is not joy that makes 

us grateful; it is gratitude that makes us joyful. Circumstance has little to do with joy.  Choosing to be grateful 

creates joy and even greater physical wellness. Brene’ Brown worded it this way: “We’re a nation hungry for 

more joy because we’re starving from a lack of gratitude.” 

 I’m reminded of the words of Paul: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). Paul didn’t say those things would 

come easily or automatically. Gratitude is like any other skill that we master—it takes practice and discipline. It 

requires intentionality.  

I find that my Christian community is vital in helping  me rejoice, pray, and give thanks. Encouragement comes 

through others who are also practicing gratitude for God’s blessings. At Centenary we have several 

opportunities to exercise gratitude together! Here are some ways we can help each other grow: 

Worship: Numerous scriptures in both the Old and New Testaments express the importance of worshiping God 

together. We are instructed  to express our gratitude in worship together as we pray, sing, and listen, and as we 

encourage one another. Even during this time of social distancing, we have found a way to worship corporately. 

For those unable to join physically for worship, we effectively gather online for worship each Sunday at 10:00 

a.m. Find us on Facebook Live under Centenary United Methodist Church. 

Bible studies: Another way to express and develop our gratitude to God is to study scriptures. We have two 

opportunities for group Bible study in November. Rev. Sandra Murphree is teaching a class on  the book of 

Hebrews on Wednesdays at noon. Meg Hughes’ class entitled “Peace, Not Panic” is held the first and second 

Wednesdays of the month at 6:30 p.m. Both classes meet via Zoom, and the links can be found in the weekly 

email blast from CUMC or obtained by contacting the church office or kburneyumc@gmail.com. 

Small groups: Having a smaller, more intimate group of Christian brothers and sisters who share our lives is a 

key component for growth in gratitude. Small groups encourage and support each other, and they hold one 

another accountable. Our Sunday School classes and other small groups are each finding ways which work best 

for their group to stay in touch during the pandemic—email, small gatherings, Zoom calls, phone calls, etc. If 

you are part of a small group, please do your part to maintain those important bonds. We each need those ties, 

and your group needs you.  If you are not currently involved in a small group, I will be more than happy to help 

you get connected! Email, text, message, or call me!  

Courageous Conversations About Race: One of the best ways to express our gratitude is to seek justice for all 

people. Jesus reminded us that how we treat others is equivalent to how we treat Him.  The writer of Proverbs 

stated: “To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice” (Proverbs 21:3).  On the third 

Wednesday of each month, a group gathers via Zoom for conversations about race relations. We watch a chosen 

documentary or film on this topic independently before we meet, then discuss what we have learned. You are 

invited and encouraged to participate in this group that is helping us to understand others, ourselves,  and 

society. The Zoom link can be found in our email blast or obtained by contacting the church. 

Service: Centenary has a heart for serving others! The disciples in this church continually express gratitude for their 

blessings by extending a hand to help others in need. Opportunities for service in November include stocking our Blessing 

mailto:kburneyumc@gmail.com
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Proverbs+21:3


 
 

Box, giving toward Thanksgiving meal boxes, and donating items to Mountain Mission. Our ramp ministry has upcoming 

projects and will need helpers (watch for announcements or contact David Pratt). You can always earmark a donation for 

UMCOR or the Children’s Homes. And, of course, sending someone a kind personal note, email, or text message, or 

making a friendly phone call is a great way of sharing love and gratitude. 

Personal Devotion: Spending time in grateful prayer is essential to our spiritual health. Below is an example of a 

gratitude journal, which is helpful in focusing and organizing our thoughts. One suggestion for deepening gratitude is to 

list not only the people for whom we are grateful, but to list the qualities they possess that cause us to be particularly 

thankful for them. For example, as I think of those for whom I’m thankful, I am grateful especially for the wisdom of one, 

the perseverance of another, one’s loyalty, etc. The space to pen gratitude for growth through challenges also provides 

opportunity for deeper growth and maturity.  

Kevin and I have a beautiful framed piece of calligraphy that reads, “Have an attitude of gratitude.” This is my goal for 

November—to develop a deeper attitude of gratitude through intentional practice. Will you join me? 

Thank you, Kay Burney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Reesa Headley 

Even though we are at home, Children’s Ministry is still going strong. We are so blessed to have had many 

volunteers that have come forward to help our young ones grow in their faith every Sunday morning. If you 

would like to volunteer to lead a Children’s Moment lesson, please reach out to Reesa Headley at 

reesa.headley@gmail.com. 

 

Twas the week before Halloween, we have no idea what we will be allowed to do…so the 

Children’s Ministry has some spooky treats for you! The last couple of weeks in October, 

the Children’s Ministry team deliverd some treat bags to our children to show them that 

we have not forgotten about them even if we can’t get together at this time. 
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ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

By Amanda Shirley 

Hard to believe that we have only two months left in this seemingly endless year. November is a month 

that we tend to focus on for what we are thankful. I know that I have many blessings that I am thankful for 

every day. I have been fortunate that I have been able to continue to work during COVID. Has it been stressful 

trying to work and do NTI at home with two kids? Yes, it has, but I was still able to work. With the kids’ home 

24/7, my pantry and fridge were under constant attack, but we did not worry about not having food. I am 

thankful that God provided for me and my family during this horrible pandemic and continues to provide for 

our every need.   

Many people were not as fortunate, and the numerous shutdowns took a heavy toll on them and their 

families. This year we have processed 83 applications for assistance, and we were able to help 79; and we still 

have 9 weeks left in this year. Total cost of assistance so far is $15,517.47 just in rental and utility assistance. 

We added food assistance in 2020 to help meet the food gap in Shelby County. Total in food and in gift cards 

that we did at the beginning of the food assistance is $17,526.17. We have handed out 436 bags of food to 

people affecting 1,109 individuals. So far, the assistance provided has affected 1292 total individuals in our 

community. Total cost is $33,043.64 from donations and community grants, almost 3 times more than 2019. In 

2019, we processed 84 applications. Of those applications we could not assist 16 of them for various reasons.  

We had to turn away 34 people that had called about assistance when the funds ran out a few times in 2019. 

Total funds spent on assistance in 2019 was $11,292.92.   

The past couple of years Centenary’s Fellowship team has taken donations for Thanksgiving Boxes.  In 

continuing with that, we are collecting monetary donations to purchase the food for 50 boxes this year. We are 

over halfway there as enough funds for 37 have already been donated and we will collect donations until 

November 10.  The order has been placed with Kroger and will be picked up on November 11. Assembly of the 

meal boxes will take place in the Fellowship Hall on November 15 following the 10 a.m. worship service.  If 

you would like to help or have questions, please contact Reesa Headley or the church office (633-4510).The 

boxes, which include a gift card for turkey this year, will be distributed from the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, 

November 17 and Thursday, November 19 during assistance hours. 

One of the things I am most thankful for is that Centenary has been able to help those in need during this 

very difficult year, and we will continue to do so with all of your prayers and support for many years to come. 

Without you, our congregation and our community partners, this amazing ministry would cease to exist.  

Because of the generous donations, we have been able to impact the lives of over 1,200 individuals in our 

community.   

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

RAMP MINISTRY  

by David Pratt 

Within the past few weeks, the requests for ramps have really increased. While we don’t have any firm dates set 

for construction, I want to update on what looks to be a busy November. Some of these are small and only 

require two or three people, others will require larger teams. These requests will be provided as projects are 

scheduled. If you would like to join this ministry and are not currently on the email list for the Ramp Ministry, 

please contact the church office or David Pratt. You do not need any expertise, just a willingness to serve 

others. There is a place for everyone in this ministry. We also need prayer warriors for this ministry.  

We received word a gentleman with ALS passed away. We had built a ramp in his garage for his use. The last 

week of October, we received a request from a lady diagnosed in April with ALS. She has asked for the ramp to 

be put in her garage. So we hope this ramp will be relocated to her garage. 

We are teaming with Frankfort 1st UMC to build a ramp for one of their members in Frankfort. They will 

provide for the cost of the ramp and a team to assist on the construction. 

We have completed the assessment for three other ramps and one request to rework steps on a porch. We have 

received three other requests for assistance but have not completed the assessments. 

Please watch for more information on these ramps and consider volunteering to become part of this ministry.  

During COVID-19, we do wear masks, and provide hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes and gloves if you need. 

Thank you for your prayer support, volunteering, and donations to this ministry.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Centenary UMC Operations Team Meeting 

October 12, 2020-via Zoom 

Minutes  

 

1. Donna and Scott welcomed all to the meeting. Present included:  Pastor Scott Woodburn, Donna 

Meador, Joanna Freels, Doug Butler, Brenna Bertram, Rena George, Mary Hudson, Paul Erway, Jim 

Insco, Amanda Shirley, Jeff Gaither, Amy Waggener, Megan Viniard, Sean Reeder, and Renee Dreher.     

2. Pastor Scott Woodburn opened the meeting with prayer at 6:35 p.m.   

3. Pastor Scott provided a “lectio divina” devotion from his favorite passage of scripture, Matthew 14: 22-

33 – Peter’s audacity or naivete as it were, to walk on the water. Pastor Scott asked us to think about 

what words stand out to us as we listen to the passage being read.          

4. Regarding Re-Entry Team – this team has not met recently but plans to meet 10/14. Pastor Scott asked 

the group how we feel about having this meeting in person?  Consensus seems to be to continue to meet 

via Zoom.  

5. Charge Conference -Pastor Scott reminded the group that the Charge Conference confirms several 

things, including positions, salaries, parsonage status, etc., including removing and adding people 

to/from membership roles. He and Amanda are trying to clean up the church membership roster, which 

is a major task. He presented the list of additions and removals that will be voted upon at Charge 

Conference. Charge Conference will be October 25 at 5 p.m in person and via zoom (update as of 10/19 

minutes preparation, there will only be a Zoom option).  There was some discussion about the larger 

and smaller membership lists and the value of cleaning up small portions at a time. Pastor Scott advised 

that he will send the list to be voted upon to the group by 10/19. 

6. Groups went into Breakout Sessions – Trustees, Finance, SPRC.   

7. Groups gathered back together for Updates: 

a. Trustees- Rena George and Doug Butler: 

i. The trustees met with contractors about the automatic doors on the Washington Street 

entrance. The work will not begin for a least one month. They have to order the 

equipment. So, no work on this project until early December.      

ii. Lighting will be added to the parking lot and the lighting at the Washington Street 

entrance will also be updated to improve safety. For parking lot, looking at pole lighting 

vs. lights mounted on the building.    

iii. Railing at the office entrance – having trouble finding the right person to work on this 

crumbling brick issue.   

iv. Still working to address issue of elevator phone that does not work but for which we are 

being charged. 

v. “Impact Centenary” is a clean-up project on Saturday October 24, 9-11 a.m., cleaning out 

closets and storage areas and other cleaning projects.   

vi. Pastor Scott also noted that he has tried to contact Church Interiors regarding sanctuary 

renovations (carpet, etc.) with no success as of yet. 

 



 
 

b. Finance – Mary Hudson 

i. Team is in the process of transitioning to Paychex for outsourced payroll and 

QuickBooks online.   

ii. Re: Overall income/expense review for September - finished with a positive balance, 

with nothing unusual in revenues or expenses.      

iii. Budget planning and review process will be starting soon. Donna and Pastor Scott will 

communicate with team leaders for 2021 budget requests. 2021 Stewardship Campaign 

began October 4, with pledge cards to be returned by October 25, at which point the 

Finance team will begin putting together the budget for next year.   

c. SPRC – Sean Reeder 

i. Currently there are no prospects under consideration for Youth Minister position. We 

continue to partner with CYMT for potential candidates.     

ii. Team discussed Nursery Attendants – these staff are still being paid and are doing some 

non-nursery work. SPRC will continue to monitor.   

iii. SPRC is also currently working on staff evaluations.       

8. Praises-Glory Sightings/Prayer Concerns:  group noted that there has been a lot of good feedback on the 

Stewardship campaign sermons.          

9. Donna closed the meeting with prayer. 

Next Meeting – November 9 via Zoom 

 

 

THANK YOU - Centenary’s rock wall on Main Street next to the Youth Building... 

special thanks to Doug Butler for his continued hard work! Over halfway completed! 
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