
 
 

Crosstalk   September 2019 

At softball practice a few weeks ago, I hit a solid line drive over the pitcher’s head, and I 
wanted to challenge our center fielder’s arm (and make her rush to get the ball). As I was rounding 
first, without cleats, my foot slipped on the dirt and it caused me to fall onto the ground, scraping the 
side of my leg enough to draw blood and leave a mark. It was not a pleasant feeling to say the least. I 
think people were waiting to see if I was okay and if it was okay to laugh at the pastor before showing 
their amusement. My wife was not able to attend practice so when I walked through the doors of the 
parsonage, she saw the spot on my leg that was missing skin and said, “It was practice!” I started to 
chuckle, and she reminded me again, “It was just practice!” I don’t believe she experienced the same 
amount of humor as I did.  
 As most, if not all, know I am a very competitive person. Perhaps it stems from competing with 
my brothers growing up. Literally everything! From racing to the car to playing video games to seeing 
who could cut tobacco the fastest to who could lift the heaviest log when cutting firewood. I like 
winning. I like the thrill of competing, the excitement that accompanies a struggle for victory. The 
adrenaline rush when the underdog takes down the heavy favorite.  
 On the flip side, I have never enjoyed losing. I do not like the feeling of ‘second place.’ 
Therefore, it’s tempting for me to do things I am good at or to participate in sports I can play well. It’s 
easier to enjoy the familiar because I know what I’m doing. It’s comfortable and I’m good at it. 
 Trying new things can be scary. What if we fail? What if we aren’t good? What if we lose? The 
fear of failure can keep us trapped. Like the time I took a soccer class in college. I hated it! I was 
terrible and it was not fun…at first. I was afraid I wouldn’t be very good (and I was not) but I was able 
to participate, and it helped me grow in my appreciation of the game as I learned new skills.  
 Where is God calling you personally to try something new? Where are you afraid to try 
something new? Maybe you have been wanting to invite someone to church or to a ministry event. 
Maybe you have wanted to share your faith with someone but have felt scared because it wasn’t 
familiar. Maybe you have a ministry idea that is scary because it could fail. My hope is that we 
continue to try new things to reach new people so that we continue making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.  

There are 6,311 people that live within a mile of Centenary. Of those 6,311, 30 percent do not 
have a church affiliation. That is 1,893 people without a church home within a mile of Centenary. How 
are we connected with these persons? How are we building relationships with our neighbors? How 
many people connected to CUMC live within a mile of the church? My hope and prayer are that we 
continue to lean into new ministry initiatives, continue building relationships with people in the 
community so that we continue to be the downtown church God has called us to be.  

Last week I overheard a conversation between Amanda, our office manager, and someone 
collecting bedding for the ‘Gotcha covered bedding drive’ by A Place to Sleep ministry. The person 
collecting the supplies we donated said, “This is so generous! Y’all have the best congregation!” I 
couldn’t agree more! Keep being the hands and feet of Christ! Keep extending love.  

 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Scott   



 
 

 
 

Upcoming Sermons 
 
Sep 1st- Special Guest 

Sep 8th- Children’s Sabbath 

Sep 15th- “Know the love of Christ” 

Sep 22nd- “Grow in the love of Christ” 

Sep 29th- “Show the love of Christ” 

 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

 
       Contemporary Service     8:48 am 
       Sunday School                        10:00am  
       Traditional     11:00am        

 

Wednesday Night 
 

Children’s Worship Dinner 6:00pm 
Children’s Worship service 6:30pm 

Bible Study 6:30pm 
Single Mom’s Workshop 6:30pm 

Choir Practice 7:45pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the October Crosstalk will be 

Wednesday September 18th, 2019. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Redwoods will be meeting will be Monday 
September 9th at 10:00am to clean up the 
kitchen and Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UMW Circle will not have a regular meeting in 

September, we will have our annual picnic at 

Linda Sanford’s home on our regular meeting 

date September 10, in the evening at 6:00pm. 

Meat and drinks will be provided, it is a potluck 

supper, everyone should bring their favorite 

dish to share. Also, everyone should bring 

penny's for or "Penny and a Prayer" offering.  

 

The Men’s Group will meet in the Fellowship 

Hall on Saturday September 21st at 7:00am.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd- Labor Day- Office Closed 
3rd- SCPS First Day of School 
4th- Children’s dinner and worship      6:00pm 
      “The Divine Conspiracy” Bible Study  
      room 206                      6:30pm 
      Single Moms Shining Workshop Youth 
      Bldg                                           6:30pm       
8th- Children’s Sabbath 
      CYF Kick-Off        6:30pm 
9th- Redwoods                     10:00am 
10th- Harriet Poynter/ Lucille Smith Circle  
 meeting                 6:00pm 
11th- Children’s dinner and worship 6:00pm 
      “The Divine Conspiracy” Bible Study  
      room 206                    6:30pm 
      Single Moms Shining Workshop Youth 
      Bldg                                         6:30pm 
      Choir Rehearsal               7:45pm 
12th- Missions Team meeting           6:00pm 
15th- Ministry Fair 
18th- Deadline for October Newsletter 
        Family Game Night                  6:00pm 
      “The Divine Conspiracy” Bible Study  
       room 206                    6:30pm 
      Single Moms Shining Workshop Youth 
      Bldg                                          6:30pm 
      Choir Rehearsal                7:45pm 
21st - Men’s Group                  7:00am 
23rd- God’s Kitchen                 10:20am 
25th- Quilter’s Group          10:00am- 2:00pm 
 Blood Drive                   3:00pm-7:00pm 
      Children’s dinner and worship     6:00pm 
      “The Divine Conspiracy” Bible Study  
       room 206                     6:30pm 
      Single Moms Shining Workshop Youth 
      Bldg                                           6:30pm 
      Choir Rehearsal                 7:45pm 
 
 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1    Linda Sanford 
      Molly Sullivan 
2    Elizabeth Hisle 
5    Julia Price 
6    Sarah Krauss 
7    Bill Hisle 
10  Brandon Hobbs 
14  Patty Ethington 
15  Pam Hickman 
      Holt Tripp 
17  Dan Hardesty   
      Pam Abshire     
18  Sierra Ethington 
      Meaghan Stucker 
      London Reeder 
20  Renee Clark 
      Peter Palmer 
21  Carol Furrow 
22  Edward Hayes 
      James Stovall 
24  Amanda Ethington 
      Jacob Hisle 
25  Suzanne Insco 
26  Sean Dreher 
      Judy Noel 
27  Donald Durden 
29  Jason Whisman 
30  Bill Fraizer (Sr) 
      Meg Hughes 
      Nanette McCarty 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

  "Hungry Witnesses for The Lord" 

 Thursday, September 12th at 11:00am, the 
Bunch will leave for Nicholasville to visit and eat 
lunch at the new campus of the Methodist Home 
for Children.  Lunch will be at 12:30 with a tour to 
follow.  Please let me (Eleanor) know if you are 
planning to go by Monday, September 9th. This 
is requested by the Home.  

 
    Plans are being made for the next 2 months.  October 10th - Huber Farm in Indiana and  
     reservations are made for November 14th (Holiday Gathering) at the Cardinal Club in 

Simpsonville.  More information to follow. 

      Thanks, 

      Miss Eleanor 

 

A Place to Sleep Bedding drive 
 

Centenary UMC held a 
bedding drive for local 
organization A Place to Sleep 
from August 11th-18th. The totals 
were: 21 sets of sheets, 18 
blankets and 2 pillows. Great 
job! Thank you to all of you who 
donated. What a wonderful way 
to show God's love!  

If you would still like to 
make donations, you can bring 
them by the office Monday-
Friday between 9:00am-
2:00pm. We will coordinate 
getting donations to A Place to 
Sleep. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Men’s Group 

The Men’s Gathering began an hour later this month as we invited the wives and significant other to join us.  
The fun venues of summer have decreased this month’s attendance somewhat to the point that the women 
almost surpassed the number of men present.  The breakfast fare reminded me of the breakfast Mom used to 
make back on the farm in New York, but I don’t remember the gravy and biscuits.  Nevertheless, it appeared to 
be filling. 

Reverend Scott started us off with a grace that the good Lord saw fit to bless us with another day and a plate 
full of food.  In fact I might have seen someone go back for seconds.  Boy you don’t see that very often. 

We really can’t call Paul Erway our guest speaker as he is a man among men in our church.  So Paul our 
speaker presented a “life story” that everyone graded as one of the best so far.  We have had history buffs, 
pilots, collectors, and veterinarians to name a few.  And now we add a man that sits tall in a wheelchair and 
competes for the “fun” of competing.  It almost seems he competes against himself to be better each time.  
Some people might consider a person confined to a wheelchair as handicapped but not Paul.  He has move 
from riding horses to “wheelchair racing”.  This sport requires strength, endurance, and the help of God to 
endure.  Paul has mastered and/or accepted all three.  He has written 2 books and has donated sighed copies 
to the church library.  He states that he was not very good at English in school, but his books mark a great 
improvement.  One of his goals is to race in one marathon a week in all 50 states—all within one year.  Most 
men, or women, don’t even think about something like this let alone pursuing it.  Paul thanks for letting us know 
a little more about you and your walk with our Lord.  We will stay out of your way as you continue your 30+ 
MPH wheelchair racing in your “souped-up chariot.   

At this time we do not have someone to present in September but have no fear, I think we might be lucky and 
blessed enough to be learning more about the bee part of “the birds and the bees” from a long-time church 
member. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for September 21st in the Fellowship Hall.  We will move our gathering 

time back to 7:00AM.  I hope, and pray to see you there. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Pork Chop Dinner 

We have officially kicked off our Wednesday night programming with our annual Pork Chop Dinner 

coordinated by our Fellowship Committee. We had a huge turnout with around 100 fellow members 

and friends who joined together to enjoy our potluck meal at the Red Orchard Barn. We also heard 

from our leaders about upcoming events as well as classes starting Wednesday night. So, if you 

missed out on the dinner, make sure to check your bulletin. This event is always a great way to end 

summer and start getting back together with friends and church family. Be on the lookout for more fun 

things Centenary has to offer this fall. You won't want to miss it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU…… 

 

Having lived in a number of cities including New Orleans, Memphis, Valparaiso, and for several years 

in Sellersburg, IN., Tom Brooks moved back to his home state of Kentucky; namely Shelby County.   

 

He was born in Louisville where he grew up with a brother 

and two sisters.  In his elementary years he attended St. Barnabas 

School and Church in Louisville.  While he was in middle school 

the family moved to Oldham County and he graduated from 

Oldham County High School where he was on the football team.  

From his high school days, he remembers the strong rivalry with 

Shelby County High School.  “But,” Tom says, “when the games 

were over the boys on both teams were respectful of each other. 

 

 He attended the University of Louisville and Indiana 

University Southeast.  When he has the opportunity, he still works 

toward receiving his degree.  He 

enjoys the experience of being in 

class with and interacting with the younger generation and discussing the 

difference in their getting an education and his experience in the business 

world.  He laughs about them asking him what he did in the “olden days.” 

 

 For over 30 years Tom was General Manager of car dealerships.  Now 

he is a Trainer and representative of products for 3M and Meguiars throughout 

the east coast, Canada and Mexico.  His office and warehouse is in Indiana.  

 

 Tom has two sons, Joe and Mitch who still live in southern Indiana.  

He has one parent living in Louisville and one in Indiana.  He missed the small 

town feel that he had enjoyed in his youth and felt it was time for a change.  

He purchased a home in Simpsonville that he is in the process of remodeling. 

 

 He visited Centenary with a friend.  He especially enjoys Pastor Scott’s 

messages and his dynamic personality.  He found the service to be similar 

to services in the Catholic church.  And thus, the transition was not 

difficult.  Having recently become a member of Centenary, he aspires to be 

a member of the Ramp Team and the Seekers Sunday School Class.  

 

He enjoys doing things with his hands; building, fixing things, 

remodeling, etc. Even though he travels with his job, when time permits he 

still enjoys traveling for pleasure.  He has recently been to Key West and 

Orlando.  He is planning a trip to Las Vegas in the near future. 

 

Greet Tom in the 11:00 a.m. service.  You can usually find him 

under the east balcony. 

 

  

  

 

*********************** 



 
 

Day Four Creation Window 

Unveiled & Dedicated 

 

Fellowship Hall now proudly hosts a new window that boldly reflects 
Genesis 1:14-19 when God created our giant star, we call Sun and night’s 
serene mirror we named Moon. The audience honoring Centenary’s 
benefactor of the stained glass window, Katherine Cleveland, and 
remembering the disciples whose names are on the window, Pauline and 
Charles Adams, Melvin and Phyllis Cook, were unanimous in their “Oohs 
and Aahs” when the window was revealed.  

Pastor Scott Woodburn acknowledged the importance of remembering 
those sent to be examples for others to be inspired by. He then lead the 
responsive reading.   

An excerpt from the liturgy Pastor lead:  

Pastor: So, may the light that shines through this window be a blessing to us and 
remind us of your true light. 

Bless this window to our inspiration 
as we remember those whose names are written upon it: 

Pauline and Charles W. Adams, Phyllis and Melvin Cook.  

Congregation: Their memory is a blessing forever. 

Pastor: We remember your disciples, Pauline, Charley, Phyllis 
and Melvin. Congregation: Their loving service lives on in 
us. The dedication service included thoughts about the 
Adamses and Cooks by the window’s designer/creator Wm. 
Whitie Gray. It closed with Kay Burney leading the gathering in 
singing “Fairest Lord Jesus” and Pastor dismissing the 
worshipers with prayer.  The Redwoods and Friendship Class 
hosted the reception that featured homemade cookies and 
“Methodist Champagne”, very non-alcoholic.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KATHERINE CLEVELAND POSES WITH 

ARTIST, WM. 'WHITIE' GRAY, WHOM 

SHE COMMISSIONED TO DO THE DAY 

FOUR CREATION WINDOW. 

Redwoods members, 

 l-r, Barbara Scott, 

Sydney Lawson, Jane 

Bailey and Lois 

Bradford rest just 

before the dedication 

service.  

NOTE: Next meeting 

of Redwoods is 10AM, 

Monday, September 

9th in Fellowship Hall.   



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Centenary UMC Shirts 
Are still available for 

purchase! 
Adult and Children’s sizes 

 
$10.00 

 
Come by the office  

Monday-Friday 
9:00am-2:00pm 

Or 
See Kay Burney Sunday 

Mornings 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Don’t miss the Centenary Ministry Fair!  

  

Whether you are already plugged in to a service or ministry area, are looking for where to use your 

gifts, passions, and talents, or are just hungry and curious – please plan to attend the Centenary 

Ministry Fair on September 15th!   

The Fair will be open after the 8:48 service during Fellowship Time (coffee and donuts) and after the 

11:00am service in the Fellowship Hall.  There will be food and other goodies, fellowship, and 

information about the MANY things we do here to serve and love God and serve and love People and 

make Disciples.  The Fair will kick off our annual Stewardship Campaign as we begin to explore and 

pray about how we give back to God with our prayers, presence, witness, gifts, and service.  Contact 

Donna Meador or Mary Hudson for questions!    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Assistance Program 
 

August has been full of many events and many ways to reach out to our community.  The assistance 
program is another way we reach out to the community.  I have recently called around to other churches and 
providers in Shelby County, and I found out that of the ones I was able to speak to that there are two 
providers, except when LIHEAP is available then three providers, that assist financially.  Meaning with rent or 
past due utilities bills. First Baptist assists with electric bills on the second Thursday of the month and then of 
course CUMC helps on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  We receive referrals from many places in our community 
daily. 

In August CUMC was able to assist four people that applied for assistance.  That’s the number of 
families the number of people in those families is eighteen.  CUMC was able to affect the lives of eighteen 
people through this much needed ministry.  The cost of that affect is $657.00. It is just amazing the love and 
generosity this church has for the community.  Sadly, ten people were turned away for assistance because we 
ran out of funds on August 15th, I am writing this article on August 22nd.  That is ten people or families in a 

week and there are still nine days left in the 
month.  Your donations during communion help 
show God’s love to our community, and as you 
can tell the need is great.  Donation to the 
assistance program can be made any time 
during the month just write it on the memo line 
of your check or the designation line on the 
envelope.  Thank you, Centenary for showing 
love and compassion to our community. 
  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Barnabas Pal 2019-2020 is coming soon… 

When we have a child brought to us (or come to us during Confirmation) for baptism, we pledge to 
help them grow in their faith.  You can probably repeat this with me… 

“With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that this child, 
surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, and confirmed and 
strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal” 

There are many simple ways for each of us to be involved in the lives of the children and youth while 
they are growing up here at Centenary.  We can teach Sunday School, we can serve a meal on 
Wednesday nights, we can share a table with them at fundraiser luncheons, we can sit in the pew 
with them and share our hymnal during worship, we can help chaperone a youth group trip, we can 
help with Vacation Bible School or the Back to School Luau, we can thank them for their participation 
after they sing during worship, we can let them know we are praying for them when they need prayer, 
we can bowl with them at the Fellowship Team outings, we can ask them how their week is going 
when we see them at church, and the list goes on and on. 

But how do we stay involved once they graduate from high school and go off to college?  I have an 
easy list for that as well!  We can keep in touch with them via texting, calling, sending e-Mail 
messages, via social media, and by sending letters.  We can keep in touch with them, letting them 
know that we continue to keep them in our prayers.  We can keep in touch with them, asking if they 
have something, they specifically would like for us to pray for them about that week.  We can keep in 
touch with them, checking to see how their classes are going and how they are adjusting to campus 
and living with their roommates.  We can keep in touch with them, letting them know that we want to 
see them when they are in town from campus.  We can keep in touch with them, letting them know 
what is happening at Centenary that they may want to come home to see or participate in 
occasionally.  We can keep in touch with them, asking if they have found a church to attend near 
campus or a Bible study group to join.  We can keep in touch with them, asking about mission trip 
opportunities they have participated in through a campus group.  I can give you more examples if you 
need them. 

I am getting completed informational forms returned from our college kids (yes, I said kids because 
they are all still my kiddos even though they most of them are taller than me and many of them are no 
longer teenagers).  Very soon, I will be asking for volunteers to step up as Barnabas Pal Sponsors.  
While I do not have all the forms back to have a final count of college kids needing to be paired with a 
sponsor, I believe we will have around thirty students.  Please be in prayer about whether you wish to 
continue to be a sponsor, start to be a sponsor, or take a break from being a sponsor. 

Thank you for praying about this opportunity! 
Trisha Hobbs 

 



 
 

Centenary Open House 2019 

 

“All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27 

It is a special kind of joy to watch the faces of children light up as they pick their backpacks for school 
and load them up with school supplies. Especially when you know all the hard work that went into 

making the event a success. Over 300 people walked through the doors of Centenary on Sunday July 
28th and left with full bellies and full backpacks. Some of our guests were able to complete sports 

physicals for their children. Many of the children who came through were prayed over by our staff and 
some of our youth. Service providers were there and many of our guests left with a job interview 

scheduled for the next week. Over 30 church members volunteered their time to make this incredible 
event a success. We want to give a huge thanks to all of those who donated funds, supplies, and 
their time. Events like this don’t happen without the support of a loving, giving congregation like 

Centenary UMC. 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Back to School Luau 

 

What a joy it was to host our third annual Back to School Luau! This event, complete with food, 

bouncy houses, and a fun atmosphere, has become the kick-off for children’s Wednesday night 

programming. It was a blessing to see new and familiar faces enjoying a beautiful night on the lawn. 

You could tell by their smiles and excitement that the kids were happy to be back at church. A huge 

thank you to our Children’s Ministry Team for helping to plan and host as well as to all the volunteers 

who came out to ensure it was a great night for all in attendance!  

Wednesday August 28th will begin our regular children’s program, with dinner starting at 

6:00pm and Kids Worship starting at 6:30pm. We encourage to come see what God is doing through 

these kids and the volunteers that are willing to serve. Anyone interested in volunteering with the 

children’s program, whether to help serve food, build relationships with the kids, or to drive the bus, 

please contact Pastor Judy Noel at (502) 902-7171 or judybethnoel@gmail.com.  
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CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Operations Team Meeting Minutes 

July 22, 2019 

 

 
The Operations Team met on Monday, July 22, 2019 at 6:30. 

 
Members present: Jeff Gaither, Karen Crouch, Dr Jim Coots, Meg Hughes, Jim Insco, Brenna 
Bertram, Donna Meador, Sean Reeder, Mary Hudson, Pastor Scott Woodburn and Tom Glueck. 

 
The June minutes were accepted by the members via email.  

Finance 

• Kim Aitken completed the bank reconciliation through 2018 and continues to work the 
reconciliation for 2019. 

• Members discussed a Ministry Fair which would possibly take place during the 
stewardship campaign in early fall. 

 
Trustees 

 
• Thoroughbred Contractors completed mortar patching on the west side of the bell tower that 

should eliminate water intrusion in the foyer. Trustees will now begin to get bids for new carpet 
and paint for the sanctuary. 

• New signage to direct visitors from the parking lot to the sanctuary will be done by Kile Signs. 

• Members discussed how to improve the transportation of children to the church on 
Wednesday nights. Ideas included renting an additional van or purchasing a new van or bus. 

 
SPRC 

 
• Members discussed the handling of “gap” days between official holidays and weekends. If 

staff members wish to have the time off, those days will be handled as normal paid vacation 
days. 

• Official policy concerning vacation compensation and unused vacation days will be addressed 
in the next version of the Employee Handbook. 

 
 
The next Operations Team meeting will be Monday, August 12 at 6:30. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted  
Thomas Glueck 
CUMC Operations Team Chair 
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