Crosstalk

September 2021

“I can’t wait till things are back to normal!” I’ve heard this said many times over the past year and half, I’ve
even said it myself a few times. Why can’t we just get back to normal? Living through the disruption of COVID
has made us realize how just how grateful we are for a sense of routine and predictability. This summer it even
felt like we were finally getting there. As people got vaccinated and cases dropped the world opened back up.
Masks were no longer required, we hugged, shook hands, and ate meals indoors together. Schedules filled up
and life became more and more full, kids got ready to go back to a normal year of school. You could see the
sense of relief on people’s faces after a year and half of social isolation and distancing. I truly enjoyed seeing
your smiling faces on Sunday mornings and having the opportunity to get to know many of you without serious
COVID restrictions…Yes, “normal,” whatever that looks like for you, was beginning to show its face.
Then August rolled around and “normal” felt like it started to slip away again. Cases rise, masks come back,
vaccination pushes ramp up, and here we are again. What happened to “normal”?
All this talk about “normal” makes me wonder if this is really the right way to think about our lives. The
dictionary defines normal as “conforming to a standard; usual, typical, or expected”. Normal is quite literally
nothing special. Normal is predictable, safe, and secure. Or as I heard it said, normal is just a setting on a dryer.
David writes in Psalm 40
1

I waited patiently for the LORD;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2
He drew me up from the desolate pit,
out of the miry bog,
and set my feet upon a rock,
making my steps secure.
3
He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear,
and put their trust in the LORD.
This is a prayer of deliverance after a time of great challenge and trial in his life. He describes it as a pit of
desolation, a miry bog. If you’re like me, then there’s been lots of feelings of desolation and maybe even feeling
trapped in a bog through this time of COVD. But God did not leave David in this place, there may have been a
time of waiting, but deliverance came. In response to this deliverance David sang a new song. Not an old song,
but a new one. Through the joy of restoration God put a new song in his mouth.
David would surely sing this new song, but more challenging times would come. The book of Psalms has 42
songs of lament. Which means that life normally will include times of lament.
I think this is why “back to normal” is overrated. As people of the Kingdom, we’ve never been called to be
“normal”, we’ve been called to be a new creation. We’ve been called to sing a new song regardless of our
circumstances. There’s nothing normal about being made new in the Spirit, there is nothing normal about the

work of grace and redemption in our lives. After all, God is interested in making us complete and whole people,
not “normal” people.
Through the month of September, we’ll spend some time exploring what it looks like to “Get Back”, not to
“normal” but to wholeness. Each Sunday we’ll look at a different aspect of what wholeness looks like in our
lives. COVID may continue to plague us, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t keep growing in our love of God
and neighbor, we can keep on singing that new song that God has put in our mouth.
I look forward to seeing y’all either in person or online as we journey together!
Grace + peace,
Pastor Trent

UPCOMING SERMONS
Get Back
September 5th

“Authentically Connected,
Deeply Known”
Ruth 1:1-18

September 12th

“Experience Life”
2 Samuel 6:12-16

September 19th

“Happy Minded”
Matthew 6:26-34

September 26th

“Meaning”
Matthew 22:34-40

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:48am- Contemporary
10:00am- Sunday School
11:00am- Traditional
All Services will be In-Person and Virtual
via Facebook Live at
Facebook.com/centenaryshelbyville
&
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFQ7gRUEwC
TavSK9UvqiMaQ

Deadline for the October 2021 Crosstalk will be
Wednesday, September 15, 2021

We will keep everyone updated about our programs
by email and Facebook. Please contact the church
office with any questions or if you would like to be
added to the email list.
Church office hours are Monday-Friday
8:00 am-2:00 pm. Phones are forwarded during
office hours on Friday. The assistance hours are
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 am-1:00 pm.
Trent Lloyd- revtrentlloyd@gmail.com
Katie Lloyd- revkatielloyd@gmail.com
Kay Burney- kburneyumc@gmail.com
Amanda Shirley- 502-633-4510 (phones are
forwarded during office hours on Friday) or
centenaryumc@twc.com
Reesa Headley- reesa.mccarty@gmail.com

Lay Leader & Chair of SPRC - Amy Waggener
Co-Chairs of Trustees - Rena George and Doug Butler
Chair of Finance - Candice Isa
Chair of Missions Team - Barry Sanford
Chair of Children's Ministry Team - Amanda Ethington
Chair of Youth Ministry Team - Nick Headley
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Galatians Bible Study via Zoom
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NOTES FROM KAY
“Do not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up.” Galatians 6:9
This phrase keeps echoing in my mind: “Do not become weary of doing good.” We live in a trying time.
People are tired, and patience is running thin. Many appear disheartened, discouraged, frustrated, and some are
angry and edgy. Differences in perspectives continue to create divisiveness. “Weary” is an accurately
descriptive word for how several people are feeling right now. And in the midst of it all, this phrase is repeated
in my thoughts: do not become weary of doing good.
Goodness--even small kindnesses and common courtesies-- still goes a long way in improving our attitudes,
outlooks, and lives. A smile from a stranger, a door held open, a kind word from a friend or relative, a text that
says someone is simply thinking of you—the smallest gestures can have a big impact. We make a difference
when we worship together, encouraging each other to continue to praise God. Spirits are lifted when a meal is
delivered to a friend who is recovering from illness. Prayers are answered when we share our requests together
before God. Lives are touched when we give to the assistance fund, UMCOR, household and school supply
drives, Mountain Missions, and the list goes on.
We have an opportunity to do good without growing weary this month. An Ice Cream Party coupled with a Coat
Drive on Wednesday, September 22 will provide an opportunity to gather on our lawn to share love, laughter,
encouragement and friendship with one another. Come and enjoy good conversations with friends, games on the
lawn, and tasty ice cream! We will also be collecting new or gently worn coats for those in our community who
will need a warm garment this winter. As you sort through your wardrobe and clean your closets at this change
of season, please consider bringing jackets and coats that someone else could use. Adult and children’s sizes
will be put to good use. Perhaps you would prefer to purchase a new coat and add it to the donations.
Put this event on your calendar and look forward to it as a small thing that can go a long way in bringing light
into your life and into the lives of others.

Also, you won't want to miss Rev. Sandra
Murphree's next Bible study! She will be
teaching the book of Galatians, focusing on the
Kingdom of God. Sandra's Zoom studies are
interesting, enlightening, and engaging!

Ramp Ministry - 12 Years of Service
Submitted by David Pratt
This past month we completed 12 years of service in this Ministry. So, I ask as you begin reading this article, please join
with me as we say, “Thanks be to God for leading us in this Ministry”. With the resources God has provided we have

truly answered the question Jesus asked in Luke 10, when in the parable of the Good Samaritan he asked, “Now
which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?”. While the people
we assist were not attacked by bandits, their bodies have been attacked by other means. I think our church has answered
this question by assisting well over 125 “neighbors” not only in our community but in surrounding counties. Also, in
Eastern KY where our youth helped another youth group from Chicago complete a ramp for a lady. Our youth also
traveled to Tennessee where they built two ramps in four days. I can only imagine the blessing these ramps are for the
people receiving them. Many have just wanted to be able to get out of their homes on their own. To do things such as go
to the mailbox, see their flowers, sit under the shade tree, or take out the garbage by themselves. The guiding scripture we
have accepted for this Ministry is Galatians 6:2 “You obey the law of Christ when you offer each other a helping hand”
(CEV). I believe CUMC is truly living this scripture through the Ramp Ministry.
What joy it has been to see adults working with the youth to show them how to use tools and build. Then to see the smiles
on the youth faces as they stepped out on their own to do the work. To watch adults as they fellowship together while
reaching out to help our “neighbors”. Many of you have not only helped build, but you took time to be with the
people and share the love of Christ by sitting with them and listening to them. Not only did the people receive a
blessing by your work but, you have also been blessed as noted by some of the comments you made. Such as, Dr. Jim

Coots saying, I have never been so tired but felt so good at the end of the day or as Jan Huggins stated, it is just
like an old barn raising, what a great time of fellowship we have. While these may not be the exact words, the
meaning is true. Several of our workers and “neighbors” have passed but the need for this Ministry continues. New
workers have joined to fill these voids and ramps no longer needed have been removed and reconstructed as a blessing for
someone else. The need is still there as we continue to receive requests. Currently there are over five requests with
assessments to be completed.
Over these past 12 years we have made new friends by being a “go to” resource for others. We have assisted other
churches, organizations, and business in building ramps. They came to us for assistance as they had people for whom
they wanted to build a ramp but didn’t know how and asked for our assistance. In these cases, they provided the materials
and volunteers, a few of us worked with them as they built the ramp.
I want to say THANK YOU to the prayer warriors that have lifted this Ministry in their prayers, to you that have made
donations, and to the volunteers doing the work. All these components help to keep the Ministry going.

As I end this reflection on the past 12 years, hopefully what I’ve mentioned has brought back some good
memories for you personally.
The pictures below are a few of the “neighbors” you have helped. They represent all the many “neighbors” where you
have offered a helping hand.
There is a place for everyone in this Ministry. You don’t have to have any special talents to be involved. Just let us know
you want to join in this Ministry, where you will be a blessing to our “neighbors”. For more information, please contact
the church office or David Pratt.

Redwoods Made a Loving Choice
By Bonnie Burks Gray
Centenary’s Small Group, the Redwoods, made the choice to find out more about A
Loving Choice pregnancy resource center. Redwoods were given a special guided tour
through the facility at 711 Henry Clay Street in Shelbyville, August 10th. Redwoods
were joined by Pastor Trent Lloyd whom they had invited to get to know members by
participating in the morning agenda of Redwoods meeting, ALC tour and lunch.
The Centenary group was impressed by the size of the ALC facility which was
undergoing needed renovation. They toured training & counseling rooms, the
ultrasound lab, childcare room and the baby store where families can find supplies,
new and like-new clothing for newborns. Redwoods learned the non-profit’s stated
purpose, it “serves to protect the lives of the unborn children and support, empower
women and families facing or having experienced a crisis pregnancy.” Their support
comes “by sharing the love, hope, and grace of Jesus Christ”. Their support
manifests itself: “in addition to pregnancy tests, ALC provides free, limited
ultrasounds, lay counseling services, material assistance, classes, and postabortion support. ALC also offers classes and mentoring for men.”
The independent non-profit partners with others in the communities they
serve, churches, civic clubs, volunteers to provide advice and assistance to
their clients. Awake Ministries, Church of the Annunciation, Operation Care
and Southeast Christian are just some of the groups ALC is currently working
with. You’ve been a supporter when in years past you helped fill an empty
baby bottle with your lose change from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day and
returned it to Centenary’s mission team.
Redwoods presented $100 to the ALC, and members donated newborn
diapers, wipes and shampoo. Centenary’s small group may consider
additional ways to serve ALC in the future.
Our next meeting of the Redwoods, Monday, 10AM, September 13th, the
group will be serving the children of Northside Early Childhood Center. If
you’d like to join in this ministry, please contact Bonnie Burks Gray,
bawg45@gmail.com.
TOP: SHELBYVILLE ALC DIRECTOR ADRIAN
MARCUM EXPLAINED GIVING WOMEN THE
INFORMATION THEY NEED TO MAKE LIFE
CHANGING DECISIONS.

MIDDLE: REDWOODS VISIT ONE OF THE
NEWLY REDECORATED COUNSELING ROOMS.

BOTTOM: PASTOR TRENT AND REDWOODS
TOUR THE “STORE FOR ALC NEWBORNS”.

Centenary’s New Washington Street Sign
By Bonnie Burks Gray
If you’ve ever been to a new church or office building and tried to find the right door to enter, you know it can
often be a challenge. Sometimes you even end up opening the wrong door or entering the wrong building. Such
has been the challenge for people walking east or west on Washington
Street trying to find Centenary’s entrance to Fellowship Hall. Trustees
asked Wm. ‘Whitie’ Gray to help them solve that problem by putting up a
sign identifying the 1950s designed addition to our 1897 Gothic Revival
designed primary structure.
It was a straightforward assignment, simple enough for the architectural
designer/builder to fulfill. He set the criteria for the assignment: design a
functional, simply elegant, permanent sign, easily maintained to be
functional through the future that meets local building and historic district
commissions’ guidelines. Oh, and find someone that can aptly build it to
specifications.
Gray sketched some sign designs choices and location options for the
trustees to consider. They did a random survey of members following
church services and various functions. The overwhelming choice was a
sketch of a gothic arch, pedestrian sign on the corner of the Washington
Street structure. A gothic arch design was the beginning of an elegant
solution because it tied the building addition to the original building without
any words, its classic shape says “church”.

PHOTOS ABOVE SHOW GRAY INSERTING
THE SIGN’S LETTERING IN THE SLEEVE OF THE
THE 100 LB WROUGHT IRON FRAME. THE
SIGN INSERT CAN BE REFRESHED AS NEEDED
BY SIMPLY TURNING THE BOLTS TO SLIDE UP
OR DOWN.

THE NEW SIGN CASTS A GOTHIC ARCH
SHADOW ON THE SIDEWALK BELOW.

Using the dimensions of existing signs on Washington Street buildings, like
the Pippin law office’s and historic district information on file as his guide,
Gray proceeded to design the new sign. It was 6 sq. ft. and could easily be
seen by pedestrians or passing motorists. Trips to Triple S Planning &
Zoning (P & Z) and a $50 application fee provided necessary forms for
approval of the sign which also required preapproval by the Historic District
Commission (HDC) which had its own set of forms. The HDC’s approval
of the detailed drawings was readily obtained. Gray’s assistant understood
from discussions with P & Z officials that the hand-and-glove steps
generally assured its final approval. It was not the case. After weeks of
waiting Gray learned the desired size of the sign had to be reduced by 3 sq.
ft. to meet “new” pedestrian sign restrictions. Current, larger signs were
“grandfathered in”. Gray had to reduce the new sign by half & keep well
above street level. Frustratingly inelegant.
Finding someone that could build the sign was another challenge. Local
welders were not interested. Gray’s elegant solution was to ask, an awardwinning welder he knew, son-in-law Patrick Kennedy, to do the work.

Congratulations to Our August Graduate!
We want to take this opportunity to celebrate one of our college students receiving their bachelor’s degree in
August.
Sam Hood completed his courses and received his Bachelor of Science – Mechanical Engineering Technology
degree from the University of Cincinnati. He also commissioned into the Air Force as a Second Lieutenant,
Aircraft Maintenance Officer. He is currently in Enid, OK where his wife Alex is stationed at Vance Air Force
Base for training. In January, Sam will be going to Luke Air Force Base in Arizona for his training before
doing a temporary duty at Sheppard Air Force Base in Texas.
Here are a few pictures of Sam during his college career…

December 2018 during cruise with CUMC friends… at a fort in Puerto Plaza,
Dominican Republic (l to r…Aaron, Heather, Tristen, Sam, Kaden, Troy)

Contracting into AFROTC

Sam and Alex in downtown Cincinnati

Sam with Delilah
hiking in Red River Gorge

Alex and Sam at his commissioning (August)

Family at Sam’s commissioning into the Air Force
(l to r…Kaden, Heather, Sam, Alex, Troy, Aaron)

Sam walking during University of Cincinnati graduation (August)

I asked Sam if he had any advice for our recent high school graduates/college freshmen.
“Your time is never wasted if your time is spent in service to others. This can be to your
friends, family, faith, country, or whatever you are passionate about. At the end of the
day, you can never escape the world we live in, but it can be so much brighter if you show
others that you truly care and do what makes you happy.” – Samuel Hood
Church family, I ask that you please continue to be in prayer for Sam as he transitions from college to his career
in the Air Force.
Sam, your church family is very proud of you and will continue to hold you in prayer. We pray that you
continue to lean on both God’s Word and the Holy Spirit for guidance. We want you to remember that your
Centenary family is always here for you. And we pray that you will continue to be the hands and feet of God as
you shine your light to others in your new community.
In Christ,
Trisha Hobbs

County Schools started classes August 11th and it seems
that all kids are excited to be back. Even though schools
look different this year and we are all adjusting to the
change the pandemic has caused, I am still so glad that
our church has given almost all of our 288 backpacks
away. We are so blessed that we are able to do the
Backpack Ministry every year thanks to everyone here
at CUMC. Thank you to everyone who donated
supplies and time to this event.

Assistance Program
by Amanda Shirley
The assistance program continues to be a vital part of helping our community. Though not always
obvious, this program takes more work than what is seen on the surface. We do more than open the doors two
days a week and hand out food. The food is bought (at three different stores) or food collection drive set up,
then the food must be organized into collection bins. The bags need to be assembled to be ready for assistance
days. The service provider meetings that I attend monthly have led us to many community partners and grants
that help keep this program going. So far, four applications for grant have been completed to help provide
additional funds for the assistance program. Currently we are in the process of applying to be a Dare to Care
site. Hopefully we will hear back soon about the application after the site visit on August 20th. This program
cannot continue without the donations from our congregation, community partnerships and grants. The need for
assistance continues to grow as the numbers of COVID cases continue to rise.
Many of us are frustrated with the way things are going with COVID. Just as we thought we would get
some normalcy, restrictions are back. In all honesty they will probably be here for a while. This doesn’t mean
that ministries are at a halt. This is a time of learning for everyone. Unfortunately, we don’t have all of the
answers and that causes frustration. We have to adapt and overcome. For some of us that is easier than for
others. Many people in our community are struggling to make ends meet. While many places are hiring and
offering bonuses, we have to think about obstacles that others may face that we don’t. Did they lose childcare?
Do they have reliable transportation? Can they get the required clothes for the job? I know I keep repeating
this, but these are real obstacles that people must overcome. Many are quick to judge others without knowing
what is going on behind the scenes. I see it every day on social media when people are looking for referrals to
jobs or asking where to go for help. There is judgement and condemnation of people that they don’t know.
Even when the person explains the situation they are judged and belittled. It is not for us to judge, but to help as
we can while being good stewards of the funds that have been donated to help people. When people come in, I
talk with them and try to figure out how to help in the best way possible. This may mean a referral to places
that are hiring or the KY Career Center. I talk with them about budgeting and even their primary
responsibilities. Some need referrals to other agencies.
In July Centenary received 9 applications for assistance. Of those 9 applications 8 were assisted. The
total cost was $1,382.50 impacting 18 people and 57 bags of food were distributed impacting 135 individuals
and equaling about $855.00. That is a total of $2,237.50 averaging $14.62 per resident for the 153 Shelby
County residents assisted in one month. Household supplies have been distributed as quickly as they come in.
We tend to look at the numbers as a way of measurement, and they are to an extent. Yet, we cannot measure
what impact we have on the lives of the people we assist. We don’t know the back story that led them to our
door. We might get a peek into their lives, but never the full picture. I talk with them and sometimes dig for
the information I need to help them. Sometimes that is not doing exactly what they are asking for at this
moment. Other times it is erroring on the side of grace and hoping that you are helping not enabling a situation.
Either way I try to make sure Centenary is showing God’s love to those in our community. We need to
remember that God has no hands but ours and we must continue to be the hands of God and show his love and
grace to those around us. If you have any questions about how this program operates or would be interested in
assisting, please contact the church office.

