
 
 

Crosstalk   March 2021 

 

Service 
 

 Pope Francis once said “You pray for the hungry. Then you feed them. That is how prayer works.” To 

me, this quote signifies a deep level of discipleship that does not stop with “thoughts and prayers” yet spills 

over into direct action. Part of our growth as Christians and our discipleship journey is serving others. Service is 

a way we show our love of God and love of neighbor.  

 

 Often, we assume the only way to serve other people is through physical labor but serving others has 

many forms. Listening to a loved one struggling, praying with a family member in need, offering your personal 

life experiences when someone is at a crossroads in life, and spending time with someone are all forms of 

service. Centenary is full of ways people can put their faith into action. Prayer chain, letter writing, blessing 

box, ramp ministry, assisting with the assistance fund, donating food for the various food drives we host…etc. 

  

 I’ve had the opportunity to serve in a variety of ways including several mission trips. During mission 

trips I am the one typically taking pictures, goofing off with the locals, and giving people a hard time. Once, 

during a mission trip to Belize, I convinced our team we should play a volleyball game. Some members of our 

team scoffed because it took away from the work we were doing while others jumped at the idea of a much-

needed break. During the volleyball game our tallest mission team member, Jack, fell trying to hit the ball. He 

quickly got up and laughed it off and once we realized he was okay we joined in the laughter as well. Later that 

evening we talked about the volleyball game, the locals we met, and the work remaining. The whole experience 

was a reminder that mission trips, service opportunities, and sharing the love of Christ is about relationships.  

 

 The ramp ministry donates a blanket from the quilt ministry for each ramp installation. This provides an 

opportunity for conversation. I have heard several stories of people interacting with someone receiving supplies 

from the blessings box. Amanda has story after story of people impacted by the pastor’s assistance fund. 

Serving others puts a face on the people we serve. 

  

 My questions and challenge for each of us (myself very much included) – Who are we praying for? How 

can we serve them? Our service might start with praying for someone in need, but my hope is that we follow 

that with serving someone in need.  

 

Matthew 25:35-36 

“35 for I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 

was in prison and you visited me.’” 

 

With Love,  

Pastor Scott  

 

 

 

 



 
 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

 
The Struggle is Real 

 

March 7  “The Struggle with Greed”  

  John 2:13-22 

 

March 14 “The Struggle with the Grave” 

  John 3:14-21 

 

March 21 “The Struggle of Losing” 

  John 12:20-33 

 

March 28 “The Struggle with the Cross” 

  Mark 11:1-11 & 15:1-39 

      

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

        

10:00 am via Facebook Live at 

Facebook.com/centenaryshelbyville 

& 

YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFQ7gRUEwC

TavSK9UvqiMaQ 

 

In person worship to resume on March 7th. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the April 2021 Crosstalk will be 

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 

 

 

 
 

 

We will keep everyone updated about our virtual 

programs by email and Facebook. Please contact the 

church office with any questions or if you would 

like to be added to the email list. 

Church office hours are Monday-Friday                     

8:00 am-2:00 pm. Phones are forwarded during 

office hours on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

The office is open Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 am-

1:00 pm. Staff is working remotely from home as 

much as possible to be “Healthy at Work”. We are 

all still here for you and you can reach us at: 

Scott Woodburn- scottwoodburn23@gmail.com 

Kay Burney- kburneyumc@gmail.com 

Amanda Shirley- 502-633-4510 (phones are 

forwarded during office hours) or 

centenaryumc@twc.com 

Reesa Headley- reesa.mccarty@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://centenaryshelbyville.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=98d6a681f10a9f188c80444ae&id=2f3bdf546c&e=dee0b2c7ab
https://centenaryshelbyville.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=98d6a681f10a9f188c80444ae&id=2f3bdf546c&e=dee0b2c7ab
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3rd- A Time of Prayer via Facebook Live 

6:00pm 

Lent Bible Study 6:30pm 

8th- Redwoods meeting at 10am in the 

Fellowship Hall 

Ops Team Meeting 6:30 pm Via Zoom 

10th- Lent Bible Study 6:30pm 

14th- Daylight Savings Time Starts 

17th- Lent Bible Study 6:30pm 

24th- Prayer Gathering via Zoom at 6:00pm 

Lent Bible Study 6:30pm 

28th-  Palm Sunday 

31st- Lent Bible Study 6:30pm  

Follow us on Facebook or sign up for our email 

blast by contacting the church office for updates. 

502-633-4510 

 

 

 
 

2 Sandra Murphree 

3 Buddy Bowles 

4 Gentry Gaither 

Abigail Alas 

5 Juanita Swigert 

6 Bill Scott 

Vance Burnett 

9 Mark Gibbons 

Elizabeth Igleheart 

13 Kay Burney 

18 Annie Gardner 

19 Trisha Hobbs 

Julie Nalley 

20 Taylor Clark 

Myra Hardesty 

23 Pam Phillips 

Meaghan Pratt 

24 Kaden Schooler 

Tristen Schooler 

25 Tanya Reeder 

26 Dottie Miller 

27 Diana Adams 

Zachery Krauss 

28 Robin Chandler-Cook 

29 William Whisman 

30 Abigail (Burks) Siemen 

31 Amy Waggener 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

“Tennis, Hockey, and a Musical” 

By Kay Burney 

Contemplating our theme word “service” has taken me back to my younger days, when I loved 

stepping onto a tennis court at every opportunity. To serve, in tennis, means to put the ball in 

play. Putting the ball in play means to begin the process of trying to win the point. Sometimes 

you do win it, and other times you don’t. Regardless, the ball has to be put into play first. You 

have to begin with that first shot.  

How does “service” as defined within the realm of discipleship correlate to serving a tennis ball? 

Perhaps it means taking a breath and actually beginning. It’s easier for me to contemplate, 

consider, ruminate, overthink, and procrastinate than it is to take a shot at something new. 

Perhaps searching for a mental guarantee of success before I begin is what slows me down. 

Sometimes, it’s time to seize some courage and toss the ball up, hit it, and see what happens 

next. Hockey star Wayne Gretzky’s famous quote, “You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take,” 

applies, although I’m  mixing my sports metaphors now! You have to take a chance and begin, 

even though not every point will be won. When you lose a point, you toss the ball up and try 

again, because one unsuccessful attempt doesn’t mean you’ll lose the match. Not every new 

ministry effort will succeed, but many will, so we continue to serve. 

Lent is a great time to consider not only giving up something, but taking up something. What 

new ways of serving others can you take on right now? How can you reach out to others? 

Perhaps it’s by providing a service through particular skills that you possess—cooking a meal for 

someone, doing small repairs or tasks at someone’s house, building with our ramp ministry team, 

tutoring a student, translating for someone for whom English is a second language, writing letters 

to shut-ins, making phone calls to check on people,  teaching a class, leading a small group, 

lending a listening ear, starting a new ministry through Centenary, offering encouragement,  etc. 

The possibilities are endless, and they can be simple or more complex. What is God calling you 

to do in service to others? 

Here’s another thing about serving a tennis ball: the server has the advantage. Actively starting 

the point  gives you the edge over passively waiting for the ball to come to you. Ask yourself—

what do you need to do to get started in the service God is pulling you toward? In what ways are 

you passively waiting for the opportunity to come  to you?  

These words are from 1 Peter 4: 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace… whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order 

that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  

To further mix metaphors, we could adopt the famous line from the musical, Hamilton: “I am not 

throwin’ away my shot!”  

I also remember that in tennis, love means nothing, but that’s another article for another day. 



 
 

 



 
 

Redwoods Projects Completed  

Even Through a Quarantine 

Centenary’s small group, the Redwoods, respected the covid-19 

precautionary guidelines of 2020 and held only three meetings, those 

were appropriately socially distanced. Despite the few opportunities to 

formally meet, the group was able to complete several service 

projects. We are thankful for all who were able to serve through this 

year of pandemic restrictions. 

Redwoods projects in 2020 -  February 2021: 

1. Ongoing: Stuff food bags for church assistance program   

i. Church Landscaping 

ii. Parsonage Landscaping 

2. January: Created New Bulletin Board – Examples of 

Love 

i. Rena George & Bonnie Burks Gray Read to 

Clear Creek First Graders 

3. February: Rena George & Bonnie Burks Gray Read to 

Clear Creek First Graders 

4. March:  Created New Bulletin Board – Redbird mission tribute 

5. April:  Gave to UMCOR Buckets ministry 

i. Cleaned the Kitchen/Fellowship Hall 

6. May:  Mother’s Day Tribute 

7. June:   Father’s Day Tribute 

8. October: Participated in Downtown Shelbyville event – Cleaned Youth Bldg front & 

decorated.  

i. Cleaned Communion silver set. 

9. November: All Saints Day Tribute & Delivered Roses to Members who suffered loss & shut-

ins.  

i. Gave donation for Turkey dinners for families in need. 

ii. Led/conducted cleaning effort for church 

10. December: Sydney Lawson - Made/Delivered Cookies to Shelbyville Fire Depts 

11. January 2021: Redwoods collected/delivered to a most grateful Northside Early Childhood 

Center staff over $200 worth of canned soup and crackers for the students  

i. Provided desserts to assist Olive Branch UMC with Pulliam Bereavement 

Luncheon 

12. February 2021: Sydney Lawson led a Valentine Cards for Veterans projects with 50 signed cards 
mailed to veterans to the Louisville VA Hospital.   
Per the Reentry Team's recommendations, the next Redwoods meeting will be one week later 
than regular monthly schedule. New members welcomed to our next Redwoods Meeting, 
10AM, Monday. March 8th, in Fellowship Hall.  Please notify Bonnie Burks Gray if you can 
attend or have any questions, 502-633-6941. 

REDWOODS SMALL GROUP MEMBERS, (L-R) 

RENA GEORGE AND BONNIE BURKS GRAY. 
DELIVERED BAGS OF SOUP AND CRACKERS FOR 

STUDENTS ATTENDING NORTHSIDE EARLY 

CHILDHOOD CENTER 



 
 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Sunday is March 14, 2021 

 

Due to COVID many of us will not be worshiping in person at church on this special offering 

Sunday. However, below is information provided by UMCOR for your consideration in 

supporting this ministry.  If you wish to make a donation please make your check to Centenary 

United Methodist Church (CUMC) and note in the memo section “UMCOR Sunday” and mail to 

the church. Any check received and noted as requested will be sent to UMCOR for this special 

offering. 

 

Thank you for supporting this ministry.  

David Pratt, CUMC Disaster Response Coordinator 

 

HOW DO YOUR GIFTS SUPPORT UMCOR? 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to respond with extravagant grace.  Through the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we are able to make a difference in the lives 

of communities and individuals whose lives have been upset by storms, wars, fires, displacement 

and climate change.  This offering underwrites UMCOR’s “costs of doing business,” allowing 

UMCOR to keep the promise that 100% of any gift to a specific UMCOR project will go toward 

that project, not administrative costs. 

(Information taken from 2021 UMCOR Sunday Pew Card) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Teaching young minds and helping them grow in their faith; that is what our volunteers 

strive for. A big thank you to Julie and Amanda Nalley and Lenora Headley for their 

support in teaching our young minds this past month. If you would like to get involved 

with the Children’s Ministry in 2021, please reach out to Reesa Headley. 

 

Whoa Adventurers! Our treasure quest 

is coming to an end. If you haven’t had 

a chance to check out these videos, you 

can access them on the Shelbyville 

Centenary Kids Facebook page or on 

the Centenary United Methodist Church 

website. These are fun short videos that 

strive in teaching children, not only a 

Bible lesson, but teaching them about 

the history of different cities. Even 

though these videos are aimed toward 

our children, if you would like to know some fun facts about the cities of Israel, you 

should jump on and take a look. If you have any issues accessing the videos, please let 

Reesa Headley know and we will make sure your child can receive the lesson.  

 

LOOKING TO JOIN US! We would love to have you become a part  of our 

team. Our children’s ministry is looking for more teachers to help our kids 

grow in their faith. We teach kids from pre-school up to fifth grade. If you think 

that this might be a great opportunity for you to share your faith by teaching 

kids or if you are not quite sure yet, but want to learn more about our ministry, reach out 

to Reesa Headley for more information. 



 
 

 

Coloring Page 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Centenary is again trying to help our local seniors that need help getting their caps and gowns so 

they can participate in their graduation ceremony.  COVID has affected many people and the 

number of students needing assistance is higher this year.  A cap and gown set costs $50.00 per 

student. Our goal is to be able to provide for at least 40 students.  Donations can be given by 

sending a check to the church, dropped off to the office during assistance hours or online.  Please 

make sure you notate that it is for the class of 2021. Deadline for donations is April 12th. Thank 

you for your support.  If you have any questions, please contact Terry Coots or the church office. 

 



 
 

Assistance Program 
By Amanda Shirley 

 

This month’s Crosstalk theme is “Service.”   I do not have to try to make this month’s article fit 

the theme.  The assistance program is all about service.  Service is defined in several ways: 

Sunday morning Services, services offered to assist, and routine maintenance - from the Sunday 

Communion service when we normally make donations to the fund to providing the service to 

those in need in our community.  Centenary makes a big impact on our community, even during 

COVID.  In February’s Crosstalk I reviewed 2020’s numbers which were quite high.  This year 

is shaping up to be a busy one as well.  

 

In January Centenary received 21 applications for financial assistance costing a total of 

$4,061.66 impacting 54 individuals that may have lost their housing or had their utilities shut off.  

Yes, there are mandates in place to prevent evictions, but people are still being evicted and 

utilities have been shut off. We had 51 families come to the church for food assistance impacting 

124 individuals.  The food cost is about $765.00.  So, for a total of $4,826.66 Centenary was able 

to impact the lives of 124 individuals in our community.  That is an average of $38.92 per 

person.   

 

COVID is still greatly affecting many in our community. Some people still have not received 

their unemployment, or it has run out.  Others are praying for the third round of stimulus checks 

to get approved.  Many have to wait longer to get tax refunds because of the later start of tax 

season. Kids are getting back into school, but now the weather is against us and NTI is a regular 

thing.  While some of the older students may be able to do it on their own,  the little ones need 

much  more support and cannot be left alone.  People need lots of prayer for their situation to 

improve, and  for financial help and healing.  COVID has taken its toll on all of us financially, 

physically, mentally, and emotionally.  I know that I find myself struggling quite often with the 

stress of everything.  We must trust in our God that he will guide us down the right path at all 

times but even more so during these times that test us.  We need to pray for ourselves, our 

families and friends and our neighbors.  We can provide that service to others at no cost to us.  

But the impact of the service of the assistance program would not be possible without the 

monetary donations all of you make to help make this program a success.  Thank you all for your 

support of this program. 

 

 Do you want to support the assistance program?  In addition to monetary donations we will be 

doing a Lenten food drive beginning Feb 17th and running through Easter April 4th.  The idea is 

to instead of giving up something for Lent, give something to someone in need.  Boxes are 

available in the church office for food items.  If you need one delivered and your donation picked 

up, please contact the church office.  The items on the Lenten Food drive flyer are items used in 

the bags given out during food assistance, but please feel free to donate any non-perishable food 

items.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

 

 

Assistance days are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am-1pm.  

Assistance is open to all Shelby County residents. 



 
 

 

 

 

The food listed is what is used in the bags handed out through the food 

assistance program; but any non-perishable food donations are 

appreciated and we will use.  Food assistance is available on a bi-weekly 

basis and open to all Shelby County residents. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Ops Team Minutes 1.11.21 

 

1. Welcome: Scott welcomed all new and returning leadership. Present included: Pastor 

Scott Woodburn, Amy Waggener, Brenna Bertram, Joanna Freels, Sara Henderson, Abby 

Siemen, Bill Tuttle, Kurt Smith, Jeff Gaither, Candice Isa, Renee Dreher, Kim Aitken, 

Shelley Goodwin, Kate Raisor, Doug Butler, Keith Nethery, Larry Crouch, Rena George, 

and Tony Husband.  

 

2. Prayer: Scott opened the meeting with the prayer of St. Francis:  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

3. Team Building: As a “get to know you” exercise each person gave their name, how long 

they’ve been connected to Centenary, their favorite food or their favorite hobby.  

 

4. Roles and Responsibilities: Pastor Scott then read through the roles and responsibilities 

as listed in the Ministry Catalog for the SPRC, Finance, and Trustees.  

 

5. Breakout Session: Each Team then went into breakout sessions. 

a. SPRC REPORT: Chair Amy Waggener 

i. The team discussed implementing consistent evaluation dates along with 

consistent raise conversations. Brenna is looking into Cost of Living Raises.  

ii. There was discussion about ways to get the Nursery Attendants involved with the 

pastor’s assistance program.  

iii. Youth Update: Bill Tuttle contacting local seminaries to seek possible 

applications for the youth position.  

 



 
 

b. Finance Report: Chair Kurt Smith, Treasurer Jeff Gaither 

i. Reviewed December Expense report. Gain for the month.  

ii. Reviewed Annual Expense report. Gain for the year.  

iii. New member orientation  

iv. 2021 Budget Review – ministry teams asked to stay the same as 2020 budget. 

No changes to proposed 2021 budget.  

v. PPP loan discussion – verbal confirmation that loan has been forgiven.  

vi. Finance team recommends we do not request funds for the next round of PPP 

loans.  

vii. QuickBooks discussion. Jeff still trying to add additional users to 

QuickBooks.  

- Once established Reconciliation help from Kim and/or Candice.  

viii. Paychecks running smooth. Jeff working to get employee’s access to their 

paycheck account.  

 

c. Trustee Report: Co-Chair Rena George, Co-Chair Doug Butler  

i. Estimate from David Pratt on trailer break repair approved ($1,300.00).  

ii. Larry Crouch will be assuming church vehicle maintenance, use, etc. 

iii. Handicap doors are installed but waiting on backordered sensor switches.  

iv. Elevator phone – Bill Decker has been asked to look into phone convertor. 

v. Office entrance brick repair and railing are waiting for warmer weather. Will 

pursue railing estimate.  

vi. Church front doors to be re-painted upon warmer weather.  

vii. Trustees are looking to install a sign indicating that we are a church at the 

Washington street entrance.  

viii. Larry will contact KU about getting parking lot lights.  

 

 

Next Meeting – February 8th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Ops Team Minutes 2.8.21 

 

Present included: Pastor Scott Woodburn, Amy Waggener, Brenna Bertram, Joanna Freels, 

Sara Henderson, Bill Tuttle, Jeff Gaither, Candice Isa, Renee Dreher, Kim Aitken, Shelley 

Goodwin, Kate Raisor, Doug Butler, Larry Crouch, Rena George. 

 

6. Prayer: Scott opened the meeting with Glory Sightings and Prayer Concerns. Glory 

Sightings – Blessings Box, Larry’s brother, New DS of bluegrass district – Tina 

Patterson. Prayer Concerns: Larry’s back issues, Duanne Puckett 

.  

7. Breakout Session: Each Team then went into breakout sessions 

d. SPRC REPORT: Chair Amy Waggener 

i. SPRC approved a salary increase effective March 1. We are adding a schedule for 

reviews and salary increases to church handbook, so this is more consistent in the 

future. 

ii. SPRC agreed on need to speed up youth minister search. 

iii. We added some ideas for nursery workers while they are working from home. 

iv. Scott announced his request for a leave of absence effective July 1, which was 

met with sadness and support from all. 

 

e. Finance Report: Chair Kurt Smith, Treasurer Jeff Gaither 

i. For the month of January, we were in the black by $8,637.  There were two 

large donations that comprised approximately 56% of the total giving to the 

general fund. 

ii. Maintenance expenses paid in January 2021 totaled $4,579.  This included 

three service calls on the elevators totaling $1,695 and two service calls on the 

boiler totaling $2,884. 

iii. Proposed that we do a cost analysis on the upkeep of the boiler (which is 

difficult b/c it is so old and many parts are not manufactured any longer). 

iv. The 2021 budget includes $30k for a youth director.  We need to get with 

SPRC and see if they can provide a better estimate. 

v. I did receive formal notification of the PPP loan forgiveness. 

vi. We need to look at investing the funds that exceed the FDIC limit of $250k 

rather than keeping it in the CUB account. 

 

f. Trustee Report: Co-Chair Rena George, Co-Chair Doug Butler  

i. Handicap doors at Washington street entrance are operational 

ii. Red trailer brakes repaired 

iii. KU is to install 2 pole lights in the parking lot 

iv. A new larger freezer is being ordered to have more storage for assistance 

program 

v. Interior directional signs are being ordered for church 

vi. Church sign for Washington Street is being designed by Whitie Gray, 

historical and             zoning approval given 

Next Meeting – March 15th at 6:30 pm 
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