
 
 

Crosstalk   April 2021 

 

Community 
 

 On Thursday March 18th I received my first dose of the Pfizer COVID vaccine. While waiting in 

line for my first shot I noticed a wave of emotions bubble up as I thought about the struggles of this past year. I 

felt my eyes begin to water thinking about all the people that experienced loneliness, depression, isolation, and 

death this past year because of COVID. I thought about all the people that lost their lives, their families, their 

friends, their jobs, their community, their sobriety, their homes…etc. I thought about how the virus heightened 

divisions and difficulties. I thought about how the pandemic created chaos and fear which we are still 

experiencing through violence, harmful rhetoric, and hate crimes. It was impossible to contain the 

overwhelming relief that one simple shot gave me.  

I realize the vaccine does not equal a complete return to normalcy. I realize the vaccine does not mean 

all our problems and struggles will be gone. I realize that systemic racism, deep differences in political 

ideologies, and fear of the other are still very present in our society. However, I do believe the vaccine helps us 

return to the deeply human need for community and connection. I believe the vaccine helps us return safely to 

the human need for seeing someone’s face without the distortions or distractions of a computer screen.  

As I sat in the chair beside the nurse about to stick me with a needle, I watched the hundreds of people 

file in and out of the auditorium. I thought about the events I had missed the past year: nieces’ birthdays, 

barbeques with friends, derby parties, in-person funerals, weddings, small group gatherings, dining out (and 2 

years of UK not making the NCAA tournament!). I must admit, at times, I used COVID as an excuse to remain 

isolated. Isolation became comfortable for a lot of us. It is human nature when faced with the unknown to 

become paralyzed until we feel safe. It became difficult to discern what was safe vs unsafe? What is okay and 

what is not okay? What are the CDC guidelines and what guidelines have changed?   

Waiting in the observation section of the auditorium it became obvious how deep our need for 

community goes. We need each other. Yes, we were able to maintain community through online venues, phone 

calls, text messages but seeing the laughter of a close friend in-person impacts our soul. Holding the hand of a 

loved one as they mourn the loss of someone’s life does something to our hearts. We need each other. We need 

community. The church is the body of Christ. The church is a people gathering in the name of Christ. You are 

the church. You are the community of faith that need one another to grow in faith. The church is community.  

I hope each of you reading this will get the vaccine and I hope we can begin to safely return to in-person 

activities and events. I hope we never take for granted our deeply human need for community. May we never 

forget Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 12:12 “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” We exist as members of Christ body. 

For those that feel comfortable I hope you are able to find community in-person and for those not ready to 

venture out, I hope you are staying connected through other means.  My we never forget the phrase that our late, 

beloved sister, Duanne Puckett, encouraged me to use -- ‘one church body from many households.’  

 

With Love,  

Pastor Scott  

 

 

 

 



 
 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

 
Easter People 

 

April 1  Maundy Thursday Service 7:00pm 

 

April 2  Good Friday Service 7:00pm 

 

April 4  “Love Wins”  

  Mark 16:1-8 

 

April 11 “The Story Continues” 

  John 20:19-31 

 

April 18 “Feeding Sheep” 

  John 21:1-19 

 

April 25 “I Am with You” 

  Matthew 28:16-20 

      

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

        

8:48am- Contemporary 

10:00am- Sunday School 

11:00am- Traditional 

 

All Services will be In-Person and Virtual  

via Facebook Live at 

Facebook.com/centenaryshelbyville 

& 

YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFQ7gRUEwC

TavSK9UvqiMaQ 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the May 2021 Crosstalk will be 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 

 

 

 
 

 

We will keep everyone updated about our programs 

by email and Facebook. Please contact the church 

office with any questions or if you would like to be 

added to the email list. 

Church office hours are Monday-Friday                     

8:00 am-2:00 pm. Phones are forwarded during 

office hours on Friday. The assistance hours are 

Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 am-1:00 pm.  

Scott Woodburn- scottwoodburn23@gmail.com 

Kay Burney- kburneyumc@gmail.com 

Amanda Shirley- 502-633-4510 (phones are 

forwarded during office hours on Friday) or 

centenaryumc@twc.com 

Reesa Headley- reesa.mccarty@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://centenaryshelbyville.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=98d6a681f10a9f188c80444ae&id=2f3bdf546c&e=dee0b2c7ab
https://centenaryshelbyville.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=98d6a681f10a9f188c80444ae&id=2f3bdf546c&e=dee0b2c7ab
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1st- Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00pm 

2nd- Good Friday Service at 7:00pm 

4th- Easter Sunday 

7th- Bible study “Finding Jesus in the Feasts of 

the Lord” Led by Sandra Murphree 12:00pm 

A Time of Prayer Led by Rev Kevin Burney 

via Facebook Live 6:00pm 

Children’s Study “Interstate For One 

Another” via Facebook at 5:00pm 

12th- Redwoods meeting at 10am in the 

Fellowship Hall 

Ops Team Meeting 6:30 pm Via Zoom 

14th- Bible study “Finding Jesus in the Feasts of 

the Lord” Led by Sandra Murphree 12:00pm 

Children’s Study “Interstate For One 

Another” via Facebook at 5:00pm 

21st- Bible study “Finding Jesus in the Feasts of 

the Lord” Led by Sandra Murphree 12:00pm 

Children’s Study “Interstate For One 

Another” via Facebook at 5:00pm 

28th- Bible study “Finding Jesus in the Feasts of 

the Lord” Led by Sandra Murphree 12:00pm 

 Quilters will meet in room 206  

1:00pm-3:00pm 

Children’s Study “Interstate For One 

Another” via Facebook at 5:00pm 

 

Follow us on Facebook or sign up for our email 

blast by contacting the church office for updates. 

502-633-4510 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

2     Pablo Chacon 

5     Doug Cassin 

8     Katherine Cleveland 

       Megan Viniard 

       Carissa Kennedy      

9     Danny Goodwin 

       Alexis Smith 

13   Barbara Erway 

18   Chuck Cicchella 

19    Stephanie Crouch 

       Thomas Gaither 

       William (Whitie)Gray 

       Stephen Meador 

21   Barbara Scott 

26   Clayton Reese 

30   Ronald Worley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 



 
 

COMMUNITY 

-Kay Burney 

I asked some of our Centenary members, “What does the word “community” mean to you? In what ways do 

you experience community through Centenary UMC? Here are some of the replies: 

A community is: 

~the people I interact with regularly, whom I attempt to serve, sometimes I serve with, and sometimes am 

served by 

~ a group that supports each other with a set of common goals, that celebrates the highs and supports each other 

through the lows 

~ a safety net  

~ a resource for life’s needs and for lifting up 

~ a group taking care of each other 

~ a group of people who just enjoy doing things together, spending time together, hanging out 

~ a place where you are accepted as you are 

~ the best of us 

 

At Centenary, we experience community as a place where people are “eager and happy to help one another.” 

Specific examples of community demonstrated at Centenary were listed: 

~ the ramp ministry 

~ backpack giveaway 

~ assistance program 

~ the A-V team providing virtual worship 

~ softball and volleyball teams 

~ potlucks 

~ small groups 

~ Sunday School classes 

~ youth group 

~ children’s ministries 

 

How about you? Which of these replies resonates with you, and what would you add? Reflect for a moment on 

what this community means to you, the care and support you have received, the friendships that have developed 

through our fellowship. Also, ask yourself how are you participating in the life of this community, and not just 

“going to church?” We all have a great deal to gain from this community, but each has a wealth of talent, love, 

and friendship to offer, as well. Remember that being a community means that we need each other; you need a 

community, and your community needs you! May you be encouraged to consider how you might participate 

more fully in our community this month. What a blessing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
After God delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, he commanded a series of seven annual feasts: 

four to be observed in the Spring and three others in the fall.   When Christian Believers study God’s purposes 

in these feasts, we gain a deeper understanding of what Jesus has accomplished for us and what he is yet 

committed to do.  This study will examine the reasons for each of these feasts and the processes involved in the 

observation of each, and our focus will be on how Jesus Christ is revealed in each one.  We will use the Zoom 

format for this study, beginning at noon on Wednesday, April 7, and continuing until the end of May. You are 

invited to join us.  Please contact Kay Burney at kburneyumc@gmail.com for the link.  
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Redwoods Were Faces in March 

Centenary’s small group, the Redwoods, met socially distanced and masked in March, 

but it was in person and it felt so good to be faces. Even though we couldn’t see the 

smiles of others, we knew each of the nine who were present wore one.  

The morning devotional focused on sharing favorite memories of our founding leader, 

Duanne Puckett, and thanking God for her example of faith, love, and service. 

Redwoods is considering a fitting way to memorialize Duanne’s years of teaching 

Sunday School, doing Children’s Moments, working with God’s kitchen and so many 

other ways our Centenary family may want to support. 

The group signed cards of encouragement for Amber Oaks’ residents and others as 

ongoing project updates were given and future projects were brainstormed. Church and 

parsonage landscaping will be starting again and a thank you note was sent to Joe 

Williams for the help he has generously given. Unsightly blinds in some of the second 

story windows have been replaced through Redwoods’ donations. Rena George was 

thanked for the many projects she has led not only as a member of Redwoods but 

Trustees, too, from cleaning neglected storage areas to remodeling the downstairs 

basement, and working to have directional signage improved inside and out.  

The next meeting of Redwoods is 10AM, Monday, April 12th. Come join the busy     

members of Redwoods. 

 

CHARLOTTE PRIDMORE: SHOWED THE 

GROUP A LAMB EXPLAINING, “WHEN I 
WAS BAPTIZED AND JOINED THE CHURCH 

DUANNE GAVE ME THIS LITTLE LAMB. 
THAT WAS JUST LIKE HER TO GIVE YOU 

SOMETHING TO HELP KEEP A SPECIAL 

MEMORY. I WILL NEVER FORGET HER.  



 
 

 

We are so glad to be back together in-person with all our friends. Even though our Sunday School lesson looks 

slightly different, we are so happy that we are helping young minds grow in their faith. We also want to thank 

those that are helping to create our Children’s Moment videos that are shared on Sunday Mornings. If you 

missed them, go check out our Shelbyville Centenary Kids Facebook page.  

 

Starting this month, we will be starting up another eight-week course. “Interstate For 

One Another” will help children understand the importance of “Traveling Through 

Life” with one another. Through a fun and educating way, this series will encourage 

children to build relationships with  each other. It will also help them understand that 

God created each of us to love and interact with other people. They will further see 

the importance of relying on each other to grow in their spiritual lives through the 

lessons: Traveling Together, Better Together, Reaching Out Together, Belonging 

Together, Growing Together, Serving Together, Worshipping Together and 

Celebrating Together. You can access these lessons on the Shelbyville Centenary 

Kids Facebook page or on the Centenary United Methodist Church website. These 

are fun short videos that strive in teaching children not only a bible lesson, but 

applying  it to life. If you have any issues accessing the videos, please let Reesa Headley know and we will 

make sure you child can receive the lesson.  

 

LOOKING TO JOIN US! We would love to have you a part of our team. Our children’s ministry is 

looking for more teachers to help our kids grow in their faith. We teach kids from pre-school up to 

fifth grade. We are also looking for volunteers to help monitor the Children’s Sunday School class. 

If you think that either of these might be a great opportunity for you, please reach out to Reesa 

Headley for more information. 

 

 



 
 

Coloring Page 

 

 

 



 
 

Open Sesame  

By Bonnie Burks Gray 

Those two magical words have been something we’ve wished many times would work as we tried to open the oft used 

entrance from the parking lot. Arms full of supplies for the kitchen or donations for Mtn. Mission and you’re struggling 

with that heavy door that’s the Washington Street entrance. Stuff is about to tumble from your grasp, you might have a kid 

in tow and the door’s swinging closed;  that’s when you cry, “Open Sesame” (or something less appropriate). And nothing 

happens  - except your child looks at you as if  you’ve lost your mind. 

Just think what it would be like to be navigating in your wheelchair with 

Sunday School books or a potluck casserole and you had to pull the heavy 

door open as you back up your wheelchair, try to hold the door open as 

you swing around to enter and then have the heavy door pushing against 

as you continued to balance things in your lap and turn the wheel or 

toggle the joystick on your chair with your other hand. Almost as 

awkward, be the one pushing the chair for a loved one and trying to 

negotiate an entrance.  

Oh, I nearly forgot about trying to enter while you’re on crutches.  Been 

there done that, making my funniest home video’s entrance. Not a pretty 

sight. 

The automated door has been 

available since the 1970s. The 

American Disability Act of 1990 

encouraged every public facility 

should have their entrance doors 

automated. In some instances, it was required. Since the first day Duanne 

came to visit Centenary in the 1980s folks like Eleanor Warford have been 

asking us to install one. I’ve forgotten all the reasons that caused the delay. 

We’re happy to say you can now wave your hand as you approach the 

Washington Street door and it will open for your entrance with arms full or 

empty, on crutches, in wheelchair or on foot. It seems so miraculous you’ll 

think you’ve said, “Open Sesame”. You can thank Rena George and the 

trustees for making this happen.  

You can call it Duanne’s, Eleanor’s or Paul’s Door if you want to honor the 

numerous times they and others came in that entrance and never complained. 

Now we can all enjoy the better way to access the much-used Washington 

Street entrance.  

PAUL ERWAY DEMONSTRATES THE TOUCHLESS 

FEATURES OF THE NEW WASHINGTON STREER 

AUTOMATED DOOR. JUST A WAVE OF YOUR 

HAND AND LIKE MAGIC IT OPENS FOR EASY 

ACCESS. FAR RIGHT & BELOW: KAREN AND 

ELEANOR WARFORD HAPPILY TRYOUT THE NEW 

DOOR. IT PASSES THE EASY ACCESS TEST WITH 

HIGH MARKS. PHOTOS BY AMANDA SHIRLEY.   



 
 

Treasured Memories Of Two Former Pastors  

Memories from Arlene Yount, Betty Ann Bowles, Clyde & Lynda Tharp, Heather Tharp Hood, & Bonnie Burks Gray 

In recent years we’ve been blessed to have pastors who once served our Lord as Centenary’s spiritual guides 

return to serve again in retirement either in their home church or the community, or both. Rev. Edward “Buddy” 

Coleman chose to come home to Centenary and to continue to minister to families through his work in 

Shannon’s Funeral Home. Dr. Harold G. Hunter continued a strong relationship with Centenary, attending home 

comings, contacting members, giving advice and support.  

The two pastors who led us through possibly the 

most difficult years of Centenary’s last 50 years 

were called Home to Heaven a few weeks ago 

within seven days of each other.  Hunter’s 

pastorship was 1978 – June of 1983 when the 

Conference appointed Coleman 1983 - 1991 to 

serve Centenary. Their passing has brought a 

flood of memories of the good men who led our 

Centenary family to restore the church from a 

devastating fire and overcome other challenges. 

We are a better community of believers because 

of their compassionate leadership.     

Pastor Hunter  

Harold Hunter was appointed to fill the vacancy 

created when it was determined by December 

1978 that Rev. Earl Curry’s health would not let 

him complete his Centenary tenure. The first time 

Harold Hunter ever saw the sanctuary he was to 

start preaching in, he couldn’t enter it. The area 

was condemned following the devastating fire 

arsons set the day before. Bonnie Burks Gray 

remembers her father, Joseph E. Burks, saying 

“Pray for Harold Hunter. Not many pastors 

would accept the challenges our Centenary family face.” Burks, CUMC building chair (later rebuilding chair), 

was headed to meet Hunter for the first time.    

Arlene Yount, who served as secretary for both Hunter and Coleman, recalled that Bro. Hunter “liked to be 

involved with all ages and liked to be engaged with the children whether on Wednesday evening, in a 

Confirmation Class or in a social gathering.   He was known to play tic-tac-toe on the paper tablecloths with the 

younger children after Wednesday night dinner. In social groups he would sit in the floor and play board games 

with any children there.  The next day he was all seriousness in the business of the church.  

“Rev. Hunter was known for long prayers. Some of the youth led by his son, began timing him. According to 

them his record was over 13 minutes.  Of course, the youth didn’t let him forget it.” 

Heather Tharp Hood added, “Harold Hunter enjoyed singing ‘Because He Lives’ with the kids at Wednesday 

night dinners.” 

REV. HAROLD HUNTER, LEFT FRONT ROW, STANDS WITH FELLOW 

MEMBERS OF CENTENARY'S REBUILDING COMMITTEE. (L-R BY ROW) 

FRONT ROW, JOSEPH E. BURKS, CHAIR, HUGH HILDRETH. SECOND 

ROW: TED IGLEHEART, CLARENCE FRAZIER, JR., BRUCE GILMAN, 

FLORENCE DUDLEY JESSE, DR. EDWARD B. HAYES. BACK ROW: 

ERNEST WILSON, CHARLES ADAMS, CLYDE THARP, AND MRS. 

CHARLES (ANNA) BRADBURY.  



 
 

Betty Ann Bowles served as church treasurer during both pastors’ 

ministries and grew to know them well and with great fondness. 

Speaking of Harold, she recalled, “Harold was with us through so 

many difficult times – the sudden death of my mother, the death of 

my father just three months later, my young daughter’s serious, life-

threatening surgery, and then the death of my mother-in-law – all 

within a year’s span.  He was always there for us and helped us get 

through those really tough times.  My mother-in-law was a Baptist, 

and when Harold visited her in the hospital several times, she was 

very surprised but pleased, and said ‘He’s a good minister, even 

though he is a Methodist”. We told Harold about that and we all 

had a good laugh.  That was quite a complement coming from a 

hard-shelled Baptist!’” 

Clyde Tharp served with Harold on Centenary’s rebuilding 

committee. He has lots of good memories of Hunter including, 

“Harold was known for his driving with speed. One evening he was 

driving several of us men to a meeting at Cedarmore. If you 

remember there is a railroad track on the Bagdad Rd just past the Buffalo Farm. Harold didn’t know it was there 

and he did not slow down. Suspect there were dents in his car’s roof from that day forward.”   

Another time Clyde remembered, “at some point before we re-entered the sanctuary, the frame around the 

Christ window was not painted the right color. I walked into the area and Harold was up on the scaffolding 

painting. I assume it may have been painted since then but not sure.”  

 Reflecting on Hunter’s ministry, “regarding Harold’s leadership, it was excellent, God Inspired. At the 

first meeting of Harold and the church council in January 1979, the Building Committee was formed, and 

Harold spoke of the necessity of the Building Committee plus other council members being ‘Tithers’. I recall 

thinking that was a bold move given the circumstances we faced. But I also recall I went home and talked with 

Lynda about his message and that we needed to systemically move in that direction. We did and soon tithing 

was ‘the rest of the story for the Tharp family.’ Harold was a multi-tasker before it was fashionable. Had he not 

been he could not have attended the multitude of meetings related 

to re-building, played such a major role in managing finances, 

weathered the fierce turf battles, prepare and deliver an excellent 

sermon each Sunday whether we were meeting in West Middle 

School or elsewhere, and still find time to make every parishioner 

feel as if they were most special – and they were to Harold.” 

 Pastor Coleman  

Our Centenary family had only been in the restored sanctuary a 

short time when Hunter moved to Danville’s Centenary UMC 

and Rev. Edward “Buddy” Coleman stepped into our pulpit the 

summer of 1983. Saying goodbye to Harold was made easier 

because of Buddy’s amiable, supportive personality. Lynda Tharp 

noted Buddy’s “encouraging nature for all individuals but especially for Sunday school teachers. He would drop 

in to see how things were going. If he found a curriculum that he 

thought might better serve a particular age group, he shared it with 

DR. HAROLD HUNTER FAITHFULLY ATTENDED 

OUR HOMECOMINGS. HE LOVED SUCH EVENTS. 

REV. EDWARD "BUDDY" COLEMAN SERVED 

CUMC 1983 – 1991. 



 
 

the teachers. Buddy was the inspiration for the Bible Tour my middle school group did and the whole church 

toured and interacted with the kids dressed in costume.” 

Betty Ann: “When we introduced ourselves to Buddy Coleman, he laughed and said he guessed he was Buddy 

#2 since he was the newcomer!  From then on, whenever he called us on the phone, he always said that Buddy 

#2 was calling.  He usually had a smile, and his wit and humor were always present.  He gave some of the best 

eulogies I have ever heard.  I’ll never forget the one he did for Emily Ruth Poynter.  It was beautiful and the 

manner in which he did it was so emotional for all of us.  He didn’t just say the 

words, he painted a beautiful picture of her life.  He was truly an artist with 

everything he touched and did.” 

Buddy’s artistry came to play when he instructed some church members to save 

the 1983 Christmas Tree so the trunk and branches could be made into a replica 

of the Cross of Calvary. Months later we would transform it to the Resurrection 

Cross, Easter 1984. CUMC members have been bringing their spring flowers 

every Easter Sunday since to decorate the bare cross of the Lenten Season to the 

beautiful Cross of the Risen Savior.  

Arlene remembers other ways Buddy’s creativity shone through, “At Christmas 

time people were eager to be involved and donated many poinsettias in memory 

or honor of friends and loved ones.  There were so many Bro. Coleman came up 

with the idea of a poinsettia tree.  Some of the men built a frame and we ‘grew’ a 

tree.  Of course, the plants had to be watered.  I could not reach the top ones so 

one day Bro. Coleman crawled under the table that held the tree then climbed 

onto the Pastor’s pew which was behind the tree.  When he leaned into the tree to 

reach the plants, he slipped and we both let out a scream.  Our custodian at the 

time, Dianne Frazier, came running to see what happened.  By then we were in 

hysterics, laughing in relief at the thought of him maybe falling into the tree and knocking it over.” 

Another stroke of Coleman’s creative genius Arlene recounted, “ was in thinking of ways to meet the needs of 

the congregation.  When J. Hardin Davis needed help to walk, he organized the men of the church to go two at a 

time three days a week to help him walk.  This group became known as Buddy’s Walkers and the group grew to 

include teens and women.  This may have influenced these people to serve in ministry to other missions.” 

Buddy’s Walkers served from 1989 – 1991 and included: Mike Adams, Charles Austin, Joseph E. Burks, Mary 

Anderson Burks, Henry Cleveland, Edward Coleman, June Davis, Robert Ethington, Bill Frazier, Clarence 

Frazier, Jr., Casper ‘Mickey’ W. Hayes, Jr., Edward B. Hayes, Hugh Hildreth, Ted Igleheart, George Jackson, 

Rennie Lykins, Alan McLaughlin, John R. Meyer, Mike Miller, James Ray Morgan, David Pratt, Rebecca Pratt, 

Don Richardson, Martha Richardson, Charlie Robinson, John Rothenburger, Jr., Clyde Tharp, Kyle Tharp, 

Kenneth Yount.  

Clyde Tharp, measuring the impact of the two pastors on his life, captures what many of us who knew them can 

agree with, “When I think of Harold, Buddy and Centenary, I see a book rack. Harold on one end, the church and its 

activities in the center and Buddy on the other end. Their tenures and respective gifts and talents were exactly what 

was needed in Centenary at the time. It is easy to say there was this problem or that one during their tenure, but we 

survived and were better for having gone through the issues.  God was truly involved in the appointment process 

when those called clergy were assigned to Centenary.  

“They both were a MAJOR INFUENCE on my life then and remained so as the years went by. I knew where I could 

find mentorship.” 

PASTOR COLEMAN HELPS LARRY 

ETHINGTON SECURE HIS FLOWER 

TO THE EASTER CROSS. 



 
 

Ramp Ministry Update and Next Scheduled Build Date 

By David Pratt 

 

We currently have requests for five ramps and just recently completed a needs assessment on these.  One of 

these will probably be a relocation of an existing ramp that is no longer needed. Information on scheduling and 

opportunities for your involvement on most of these will be provided later. 

 

However, our next build is scheduled for April 9 and 10 the second Friday and Saturday of April.  This ramp is 

located here in Shelbyville and is for an 8 year old boy with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD). This is a 

rare condition affecting the muscles. This young man now requires the use of a wheelchair. Due to a step off 

porch and steps leading up to the driveway his grandmother carries the wheelchair to the drive and then carries 

him up to the chair.  She then takes him to the street so he can get on the wheelchair accessible school bus.  As 

you can see by the picture, this is not an easy task and a ramp is greatly needed to assist this family. 

 

 

 

The plan is to have two teams of 4-5 each  work on this ramp with a start time of 9:00 each morning.  This will 

allow for personal spacing and have more people involved.  On Friday a team will put up the frames then on 

Saturday another team will complete the decking and handrails.  If you wish to volunteer for either of these days 

or need more information, please contact the church office or David Pratt at dop627@gmail.com or (502) 321-

5265.   
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Stay Connected Through the ‘my Church Directory’ App  
by Bonnie Burks Gray 

Finally, I took a minute to learn how to use our new church directory app and I’m in love with it.  

Why did I wait so long to take the simple steps to put it on my mobile phone?  

Now I have it on my desktop, laptop, iPad.  

AND Whitie’s discovered what a valuable tool 

my Church Directory App can be, too. Adding 

the app is easy follow the instructions on the 

facing page.  

 Valuable How?  

See a familiar face from Centenary at the far 

end of a store aisle but can’t remember their 

name. Access your mobile phone’s my Church 

Directory App, click the contacts’ icon and 

scroll quickly through the thumbnail view of 

our members. Viola, “Hello Lois Bradford, lady 

with the radiant smile.” Of course, you know 

this lady, but her name wasn’t on the tip of 

your tongue. Whew. An awkward moment 

averted.  

Need to take food to one of our church 

family shut-ins, but don’t know where they 

live? Go to my Church Directory App, search 

their name in the directory, click on their 

address and a map with directions is 

immediately there to follow. 

 

Let’s Make my Church Directory 

App Stronger!  

If your image is missing from the directory, let us add it. Send our office manager, Amanda Shirley, a favorite family 

photo, or let us take your photo, to fill your blank photo spot. 

Lead a church group? Let us add contact information for your church group, photo, too, would be nice. Let your church 

family know more about our ministry groups and who serves in Redwoods, Ramp Ministry or Quilters. Learn who is a 

member of Friendship or Sanctuary Sunday School Classes, etc.  

my Church Directory App, a Great Tool Right at our Fingertips.  

 

 

 

A page from my Church Directory App. The app can help 

you can reconnect with your Centenary Family. Contact 

Amanda Shirley to download your app today.  



 
 

Assistance Program 

By Amanda Shirley 

As you may have noticed this month we are focusing on 

“community”.  Centenary serves our community in so many 

ways.  Our assistance program severs by helping with rent or 

utility assistance and food.  We have the blessing box that also 

assists with food that the community can “Take what they need, 

Leave what they can”.  We have seen a continuous need in our 

community for the service offered by our assistance program.  In 

the month of February, we received 17 applications for 

assistance.  Centenary was able to assist 14 of those 17 

applications directly impacting 35 individuals.  Total cost was 

$2,940.06 an average of $84.00 per person impacted.  We also 

handed out 27 bags of food impacting 61 individuals.  Total food 

cost was $405.00 averaging $6.63 per person impacted. 

Donations to the assistance program are what keep it going.  

Farmers Feeding Families bring donations of ground beef to us as 

they get it.  Those donations come from farmers that donate the 

beef and pay for the processing.  Several food pantries benefit 

from these donations. The chicken is purchased from funds that 

are donated to the assistance program and go in the bags of food 

that are handed out along with a pound of ground beef.  Food 

assistance is available on a bi-weekly basis.  As you may have noticed Centenary has a new commercial size 

freezer.  The trustees purchased this at my request to help 

not only with the food assistance program but to expand 

Centenary’s freezer space so we have plenty of room 

once we can hold community events again.  The funds 

came from the endowment fund and was approved by 

Chuck Cichella.  Larry & Karen Crouch did the research 

and priced the best option.  Thank you to all that backed 

this purchase and did the leg work to get it.  In the picture 

the freezer is holding 50 packages of chicken and 269 

pounds of ground beef, and it still has room for more.  

The Lenten Food Drive will end on Easter Sunday, results 

will be in the May Crosstalk.  In April we will collect 

household supplies that many need and sometimes have 

to do without.  The items collected will be passed out 

through the assistance program.  If you have any 

questions please contact the church office at 502-633-

4510 or centenaryumc@twc.com 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Ops Team Minutes 3.15.21 
 
Present Included: Pastor Scott Woodburn, Amy Waggener, Brenna Bertram, Joanna Freels, Sara Henderson, Abby 
Siemen, Bill Tuttle, Jeff Gaither, Candice Isa, Kim Aitken, Shelley Goodwin, Kate Raisor, Doug Butler, Rena George, Larry 
Crouch, Keith Nethery, Tony Husband.  
 
 

1. Glory Sightings and Prayer Concerns: Scott opened the meeting with Glory Sightings and Prayer Concerns. Glory 
sightings: Mountain Mission Donations, Return to In-person worship, Children returning to in-person school, 
Vaccine scheduled for Brenna’s mom. Prayer Request: Larry and Karen on the death of Larry’s brother, Breena 
and Tracy on the death of their dog.  

 
2. In-person update:  

a. Worship Attendance on 3.7 – 61 people, 3.14 – 69 people.  
b. Easter service will return to two services: 8:48 and 11 a.m.  
c. Ops Team will meet In-person and online as a hybrid approach for the next meeting on April 12th  

 
3. Lay Delegate to AC: Bill Tuttle will serve as an interim lay delegate to Annual Conference for 2021.  

 
4. Breakout Session: Each team went to breakout sessions 

a. SPRC REPORT: Amy Waggener  
i. Raises approved and did reach the staff  
ii. Healthy Transition discussion for new pastor: Cottage meetings, zoom meetings, outdoor meetings.  
iii. Begin discussion with Trustee of any major renovations or updates to the parsonage during pastoral 

transition  
 

b. TRUSTEES REPORT: Doug Butler and Rena George 
i. Elevator phone problem not resolved 
ii. Parking lot lights to be installed by KU with waiver signed 
iii. Interior directional signs still in progress 
iv. Washington street sign designed by Whitie Gray, to be fabricated and installed 
v. New larger freezer installed 
vi. Blessing box repair is under review for redesign 

 
c. FINANCE REPORT: Jeff Gaither 

i. The need to invest the checking account balance over the FDIC limit of 250k. Jeff will contact 
Kamron Terry at Edward Jones and get a few options. 

ii. Jeff indicated he received a notice from the IRS indicating there was a shortage in the amount of 
taxes paid during the 4th qtr 2020.  Note, Paychex took over responsibility of filing taxes beginning 
with the Nov 30, 2020 pay period.  It was Jeff's understanding that Paychex would pay the full 
month's tax deposit, but that did not occur. Jeff has remitted the amount due, including interest and 
fees totaling approximately $8.00. 

iii. Jeff received an invoice from American Roofing for repair work they performed on the roof.  He 
wants the Trustees to review the invoice and ensure the work performed should not be covered 
under a warranty from American Roofing when they replaced the roof in late 2018.  The invoice is 
for $956.34. 



 
 

iv. The Finance Team discussed the need for a cost analysis of replacing the boiler due to high 
maintenance costs. This was brought to the Trustees attention. 

v. Briefly discussed the Endowment Fund and the need for our team to have a better understanding of 
this fund works. 

vi. Reviewed the monthly financials, noting that we were in the red $7,283.  Giving was down quite a 
bit.  However, YTD we are still in the black, and the month of March is shaping up to be a good 
month. 

 
5. Additional Discussion: When the teams reconvened after the breakout sessions there was additional discussion 

after the reporting out.  
a. Boiler: Currently the boiler is not receiving adequate gas pressure causing it to lock out consistently. The 

boiler lockout has been an ongoing issue for several years. Pastor Scott is in conversation with Atmos Energy 
and a mechanical engineer to find a solution. 

b. Endowment Fund: There was also discussion about the endowment fund. The purpose of the endowment 
fund along with who is currently serving on the endowment committee. Shelley Goodwin and Pastor Scott 
will follow up with Chuck Cichella.  

 
6. Next Meeting: April 12th – in-person hybrid  
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